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AN ACT | 
RELATING TO PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 


PASSED JUNE 27, 1845; AND THE ACTS IN ADDITION THERETO, WITH REMARKS AND FORMS. 
It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows : 


I. Stare AppropriaTION AND Supervision. Section I—III. 


Section 1. For the uniform and efficient administration of this Act, 
and the supervision and improvement of such schools as may be support- 
ed in any manner out of appropriations from the General Treasury, the 
Governor shall appoint an officer, to be called the Commissioner of Pub- 
lic Schools, who shall hold his office one year, and until his successor 
shall be appointed, with such compensation for his services, and allowance 
for his expenses, as the General Assembly shall determine. 

[By act of June 1846, § 5, in case of the sickness or absence of the Commis- 


sioner, the Governor may appoint a person to act as Commissioner during his ab- 
sence or sickness. } 


Sec. Il. For the encouragement and maintenance of public schools in 
the several towns and cities of the State in the manner hereinafter pre- 
scribed, the sum of twenty-five thousand dollars is hereby annually appro- 
priated, payable out of the annual avails of the School Fund, and of the 
money deposited with this State by the United States, and other moneys 
not otherwise specially appropriated; and the General ‘Treasurer is au- 
thorized and directed to pay all orderg drawn by the Commissioner of 
Public Schools in pursuance of the provisions of this act, or of resolu- 
tions of the General Assembly: Provided, the aggregate amount of 
such orders in any one year shall not exceed the sum of twenty-five 
thousand dollars. 


_ Sec. III. The Commissioner of Public Schools is authorized and it 
is made his duty— 
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{1 To apportion annually, in the month of May, the money appro. 
priated to public schools, among the several towns of the State, in pro- 
portion to the number of children under the age of fifteen years, accord- 
ing to the census taken under the authority of the United States, nex; 
preceding the time of making such apportionment. 

“J 2. ‘To draw all orders on the General Treasurer, for the payment of 
such apportionment in favor of the treasurer of such towns as shall com- 
ply with the terms of this act, on or before the Ist of July annually. 

[See § 4, 7 3—$ 5, 7 13.] 

‘{ 3. To prepare suitable forms and regulations for making all reports. 
and conducting all necessary proceedings under this act, and to transmit 
the same, with such instructions as he shall deem necessary and proper 
for the uniform and thorough administration of the school system, to th 
Town Clerk of each town, for distribution among the officers required to 
execute them. 

4 4. To adjust and decide, without appeal and without cost to the parties, 
all controversies and disputes arising under this act, which may be sub- 
mitted to him for settlement and decision ; the facts of which cases shal! 
be stated in writing, verified by oath or affirmation if required, and ac- 
companied by certified copies of all necessary minutes, contracts, orders 
and other documents. 

[See § 27.] 

4 5. To visit as often and as far as practicable, every school district in 
the State, for the purpose of inspecting the schools, and diffusing as 
widely as possible by public addresses, and persona} communication with 
school officers, teachers and parents, a knowledge of existing defects, and 
desirable improvements in the administration of the system, and the gov- 
ernment and instruction of the schools. 

“| 6. To recommend the best text books, and secure, as far as practica- 
ble a uniformity, in the schools of at least every town, and to assist, when 
called upon, in the establishment of, and the selection of books for schoo! 
libraries. 

- [See $ 5, T9—$ 14,1 5.] 

| 7. To establish Teachers’ Institutes, and one thoroughly organized 
Normal School in the State, where teachers, and such as propose to 
teach, may become acquainted with the most approved and successful 
methods of arranging the studies, and conducting the discipline and in- 
struction of public schools. 

“| 8. To appoint such and so many inspectors in each county, as he 
shall, from time to time, deem necessary, to examine all persons offering 
themselves as candidates for teaching public schools, and to visit, 
inspect, and report, concerning the public schools, under such instruc- 
tions as said Commissioner may prescribe; Provided, that as far 
as practicable such inspectors shall be experienced teachers, and 
shall serve without any allowafice or compensation from the General 
Treasury. 

[See $ 20, ¥ 2 and proviso. ] 

4 9. To grant certificates of qualification to such teachers as have 
been approved by one or more county inspectors, and shall give satisfac- 
tory evidence of their moral character, attainments, and ability to govern 
ae instruct children. 

[See § 20, 7 2 and proviso. ] ‘ 

{J 10. To enter, or cause to be entered, in proper books to be provided 
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for the purpose in his office, all decisions, letters, orders on the Treas- 
urer, and other acts as Commissioner of Public Schools; and to submit 
to the General Assembly at the October session, an annual printed report, 
containing, together with an account of his own doings,— 

First,—A statement of the condition of the public schools, and the 
means of popular education generally in the State ; 

Second,-~- /lans and suggestions for their improvement ; 

Third,—Such other matters relating to the duties of his office, as he 
may deem useful and proper to communicate. 


IJ. Powers anv Dutizes or Towns. Section IV—IX. 


Sec. IV. To provide for the education of all the children residing 
within their respective limits, the several towns and cities of the state are 
empowered and it shall be their duty— 

4 1. To lay off their respective territory into primary school districts, 
and to alter or abolish the same when necessary ; Provided, that unless 
with the approbation of the Commissioner of Public Schools, no new 
district shall be formed with less than forty children, over four and under 
sixteen years of age; and that no existing district, by the formation of a 
new one, shall be reduced below the same number of like persons; And 
that no village or populous district shall be subdivided into two or 
more districts for the purpose of maintaining a school in each un 
der one teacher, when two or more schools of different grades for the 
younger and older children, can be conveniently established in said 
district ; or 

[By act of June 1846, § 1, the school districts as established at the passage of 


the new school law, are recognized as such, and all alterations hereafter are to be 
made by the school committees subject to the foregoing provisos. ] 


{ 2. To establish and maintain, (without forming, or recognizing when 
formed, districts as above,) a sufficient number of public schools of different 
grades, at convenient locations, under the entire management and regula- 
tion of the school committee hereinafter provided. 

{See § 6, and § 17.] 

‘| 3. To raise by tax at the annual meeting, or at any regular meeting 
called for the purpose, such sums of money for the support of public 
schools, as they shall judge necessary, which tax shall be voted, assessed 
and collected as other town taxes; Provided, that a sum equal to one 
third of the amount received from the General ‘Treasury for the support 
of public schools for the year next preceding, shall be raised, before any 
town shall be entitled to receive its proportion of the annual State appro- 
priation, 

[See $ 3,12. The money must be voted on or before the Ist of July, annually.} 

‘| 4. To elect by ballot or otherwise, at the annual town meeting, or 
at a meeting of the town previously designated for this purpose, a school 
committee, to consist of three, six, nine or twelve persons resident in such 
town, as the town shal! ‘letermine at the first meeting held for the choice 
of said committee after the passage of this act. 

(By the Constitution, Art. 9, $1, the school committee are not required to be 
qualified electors; and by the Digest, pao~ 302, $ 6, all town officers hold until their 
Successors are qualified to act. By Lngest, page 302, $ 5, if any town, at its an- 
aual meeting, fails to elect any of the officers they may lawfully choose, (with cer- 


tain exceptions,) the town council may choose them at its next meeting: and any 
town may vote to delegate the election of them to the town councils. ] 
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Sec. V. The School committees of the several towns, when quali. 
fied by oath or affirmation to the faithful discharge of their duties, are av. 
thorized and it shall be their duty— : 

{By Art. 9, § 1, of Constitution, the office of school committee is spoken of as , 
civil office. And by Art. 9, § 4, all civil officers are required to take an engay:- 
ment te support the constitutions of the State and of the United States. See for, 
of the oath in Digest p. 305,$22. Justices of the Peace or Wardens, (in those tow); 
which elect Wardens,) and Public Notaries are authorized to administer oaths a1 
atfirmations. See Digest, page 104,$5—page 108, § 23, and page 88,§2. And». 
the school committee, being town officers, hold until their successors are qualified, 
the chairman or clerk, as provided below, can administer the oath or affirmation 
to their successors until a majority of their successors are qualified. } 

“| 1. To eiect a chairman, and in, his absence or inability to serve, a 
chairman pro tem., why shall preside in all meetings, and sign all orders 
and official papers of the committee ; and a clerk, who shall keep min- 
utes of their votes and proceedings, in a book provided for that purpose, 
and have the custody of all papers and documents belonging to the com- 
mittee ; and either chairman or clerk when qualified may administer the 
oath or affirmation required of said other members of the school com- 
mittee, and of trustees of school districts. 

{See preceeding note. Also, act relating to oaths, passed October 1846. ] 

“| 2. To hold at least four stated meetings, viz., on the 2d Monday of 
January, April, July, and October, in each year, and as often as the cir- 
cumstances of the schools require ; and a majority of the whole number 
chosen, shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business, but any 
less number may adjourn to any time and place. 

* 3. To form, alter, and discontinue school districts, and to settle the 
boundaries between them when undefined or in dispute, subject to the di. 
rection or concurrence of the town, or the Commissioner of Public 
Schools. 

{By the act of June 1846, the formation and alteration of school districts is left 
exclusively with the school committee, subject only to the provisos of § 4, ‘ 1, ot 
this act, and to the appeal provided for by § 27.] 

* 4. To locate all school-houses, and not to abandon or change the site 
of any without good cause. 

“| 5. To examine by the whole board, or a sub-committee appointe’ 
for that purpose, all candidates as teachers in the public schools of the 
town, and give to such as may be found qualified, in respect to moral 
character, literary attainments, and ability to govern and instruct children 
a certificate signed by the chairman, which shall be valid for one year, or 
until annulled. 

[As to the qualifications, see § 20, 1 2, proviso. The certificate may be signed 
by the chairman of the school committee or by the sub-committee. See § 20, * |.) 

“| 6. To annul the certificates of such teachers as shall prove, on trial, 
unqualified, or who will not conform to the regulations adopted by the 
committee. 

7. To visit, by one or more of their number, every public school 11 
town, at least twice during each term of schooling, once within two 
weeks after the opening, and again within two weeks preceding the 
close of the school, at which visits, they shall examine the register of th: 
teacher, and other matters touching the school-house, library, studies, 
discipline, modes of teaching, and the improvement of the schools. 

[As to supervision of joint districts see § 19, 1 3.) 

“8. To suspend during pleasure, or expel during the current schoo! 
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year, all pupils found guilty, on full hearing, of incorrigibly bad conduct, 
and re-admit the same, on satisfactory evidence of amendment. 

[As a part of the regulations of the school committee relating to discipline pro- 
vided for by the next paragraph, the power of temporary suspension can be dele- 
gated to the teachers or trustees, until a full hearing can be had before the com- 

ttee. 

a 6) To prescribe, and cause to be put up in each school-house, or 
furnished to each teacher, a general system of rules and regulations, for 
the admission and attendance of pupils, the classification, studies, books, 
discipline and methods of instruction, in the public schools. 

{ 10. To fill any vacancy in their own committee, or in the trustees of 
school districts, occasioned by death, resignation, or otherwise, by an ap- 
pointment, to continue till the next succeeding annual election, and no 
longer, at which time such vacancies shall be filled by the town or district 
respectively. 

4 11. ‘To apportion, as early as practicable in each year, among the 
several school districts, in case the public schools are maintained through 
their organization, the money received from the State, one half equal- 
ly, and the other half according to the average daily attendance 
in the public schools of each district, during the year next pre- 
ceding, which money shall be designated as ‘“ teachers’ money,” 
and shall be applied to the wages of teachers, and for no other 
purpose whatever; and further to apportion any other money, either 
raised by tax over the sum received from the State, or derived 
from the registry tax or funds, grants, or other sources of revenue 
appropriated to public schools, in such manner as the town may de- 
termine. 

[Daily attendance can be ascertained by the register provided for by $21. As 
to penalty for misapplication of School money, see § 25.]} 

“| 12. ‘To draw an order on the treasurer of the town in favor of such 
districts, and such districts only, as shall have made a return to them in 
matter and form required by said committee, or by the Commissioner of 
Public Schools; from which it shall appear, among other things, that for 
the year ending the Ist of May previous, one or more public schools had 
been kept for at least four months by a teacher properly qualified, and in 
a school-house approved by the committee, and that the money designated 
“teachers’ money,” received from the treasurer of the town for the year 
previous, had been applied to the wages of teachers, and for no other pur- 
pose whatever. 


_ [As to money for secondary schools see § 18, 2. In case of children attend- 
ing schools in other towns or districts see § 24. In case there are no districts see 
$6. For signing orders, see ¥ 1, and § 9.) 


“| 13. ‘To prepare and submit annvally, First, a return to the Commis- 
sioner of Public Schools, on or before the 1st of July, in matter and form 
as shall be prescribed by him; and Second, a written or printed report to 
the town, at the annual town meeting when the school committee is 
chosen, setting forth the doings of the committee, and the condition and 
plans for the improvement of the public schools of their respective towns , 
which report, unless printed, shall be read in open town meeting. 


Sec. VI. Whenever a town is not divided into school districts, or 
shall vote in a meeting duly warned for that purpose, to provide public 
schools of different grades without reference to such division, the school 
committee of said town shall perform all the duties devolved by this act on 
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the trustees of school districts, and pay all necessary expenses of the 
system, by drafts on the treasurer of the town. 
[See § 4 72, and $ 17.] 


Sec. VII. Any town may establish and maintain a public schvol 
library for the use of the inhabitants generally of the town, and such library 
may be kept together at some convenient place, or be distributed into 
several parts, and transferred from time to time for the convenience of 
different districts or neighborhoods, under such rules and regulations as 
the town may adopt. 


Sec. VIII. The town clerk of every town shall keep a record of all 
votes and proceedings of the town relating to public schools, in a book 
provided for that purpose ; shall receive and keep all school reports and 
documents addressed to the town, and receive such communications as 
may be forwarded by the Commissioner of Public Schools, and dispose 
of the same in the manner directed by him. 


Sec. IX. The treasurer of each town respectively shall apply to the 
General Treasurer, and receive all monies to which the town may be en- 
titled under the apportionment and order of the Commissioner of Public 
Schools; shall keep a separate account of all monies thus received, or 
appropriated by the town; shall give notice to the school committee, 
within one week after the regular annual town meeting, of the amount of 
monies remaining in his hand, at the time, or subject to the order of said 
committee, specifying the sources from whence derived ; and shall pay 
out said money from time to time, to the orders of the school committee, 
signed by the chairman. 


III. Scnoot Districts. Section A. XTX. 


Sec. X. Every regularly constituted school district shall be nun- 
bered, and its limits defined by the town, or the school committee of the 
town, which number and limits, and any alteration thereof, shall be en- 
tered on the records of the clerk of the town, and the records of the 
district. 

(See act of June 1846, § 1.] 


Sec. XI. When any two or more districts shall be consolidated into 
one, the new district shall own all the corporate property of the several 
districts ; and when a district shall be divided, or a portion set off to an- 
other district, the funds, property, or the income and proceeds thereof, be- 
longing to such district, shall be distributed or adjusted among the several 
parts, by the school committee of the town or towns to which such dis- 
trict belongs, in a just and equitable manner. 


Sec. XII. 4 1. Notice of the time, place, and object of holding the 
first meeting of any district, shall be given by the committee of the town 
to which such district belongs. 

4 2. Every school district shall hold an annual meeting in the month 
of May in each year, for the choice of officers, and the transaction of any 
other business relating to schools in said district, and shall also hold a 
special meeting whenever the same shall be duly called. 

[By act of June 1846, § 2, the annual meeting may be held in April or May. The 
first meeting for organizing a district may be héld at any time in any month after 
legal notice, but after they are organized the annual meetings must be held as be- 
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fore mentioned. It was not supposed that the districts would all organize at once, 
aor was it intended to limit the ume. If they do not organize, the committee may 
keep the school. See act of June 1846, § 3.) 

3. The trustees may call a special meeting whenever they shall 
think it necessary or proper, and shall call a special meeting on the writ- 
ten request of five residents in the district qualified to vote, which request 
shall state the object of calling the same. 

{ 4. District meetings shall be held at the district school-house. If 
there be no school-house, the trustees shall determine the place of meet- 
ing. If there be no trustees, the committee of the town to which such 
district belongs, shall determine the place of meeting, which shall, in all 
cases, be within the limits of the district. 

4 5. Notice of the time and place of every annual meeting, and of the 
time, place, and object of every special meeting of the district, shall be 
given at least five days inclusive, previous to holding the same. 

§ 6. The trustees, or if there be no trustees, then the committee of 
the town, shall give the notice of a district meeting, either by publishing 
the same in a newspaper printed in the district, or by putting the notice 
on the district school house, or on a sign-post within the district, or in 
some other mode previously designated by the district ; but if there be no 
such newspaper, school house, or sign-post, or other mode so designated, 
then the committee of the town to which such district belongs, shall de- 
termine how and where the notice shall be given. 

“4 7. Every person residing in the district may vote in district meetings, 
to the same extent, and with the same restrictions, as he may at the time 
be qualified to vote in town meeting. 

[As to who may vote for taxes see Constitution, Art. 2, $ 2.] 


{ 8. Every district meeting may appoint a moderator, and adjourn from 
time to time. 


Sec. XIII. Every school district shall be a body corporate, and shall 
have power— 

{ 1. To prosecute and defend in all actions relating to the property 
and affairs of the district. 

‘| 2. To purchase, receive, hold and convey any real or personal pro- 
perty for school purposes. 

| 3. To build, purchase, hire and repair school houses, and supply the 
same with black-boards, maps, furniture, and other necessary and useful 
appendages ; Provided, that the erection and repairs of the district school 
house shall be made according to plans and specifications approved by the 
school committee of the town, or the Commissioner of Public Schools. 

4. To establish and maintain a school library. 

‘| 5. To employ one or more teachers. 

| 6. To raise money by tax on the rateable estates of the district, for 
school purposes ; and to fix a rate of tuition to be paid by the parents, 
employer or guardian of each child attending school, towards the expense 
of fuel, books, and other estimated expenses of the school, over and above 
the sum accruing to the district from the state and town appropriations ; 
Provided, that the rate of tuition, for any one term of three months, shall 
not exceed one dollar per scholar; and provided further, that the amount 
of such tax and the rate of tuition, shall be approved and authorized by 
the school committee of the town. 


[By § 14, 1 6, the trustee or trustees must make out the tax bills. As to mode 
of assessing see $15. As to mode of collection see § 13, 1 8.) 
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“i 7. To elect at the annual meeting, by ballot or otherwise, one per- 
son, resident in the district, to serve as trustee for the district, and to hold 
his office for three years; Provided, that the first election after the pas- 
sage of this act, three persons shall be thus elected, one of whom shall 
serve one, a second, two, and the third, three years, to be determined by 
lot among themselves; and provided further, that any new district may 
choose three trustees as above, at the first meeting called after its forma- 
tion, and the term of office of the one designated by lot to serve one 
year, shall expire at the next annual meeting of the school districts. 

(By act of June 1846, the districts at their meetings for organization, or at their 
annual meetings, may elect either one or three trustees, (as they may decide,) to 


hold their offices until the next annual meeting, or until their successors are 
qualified. 


8. ‘Io appoint a clerk, collector and treasurer of the district, who shal] 
exercise the same powers and duties in their respective districts, as the 
clerk, treasurer and vollector of the town, in their respective towns. 


Sec. XIV. The trustees of every school district, when qualified to 
the faithful discharge of the duties of their office, are authorized, and it 
shall be their duty— 

(The oath or affirmation may be administered by the chairman or clerk of the 
school committee, a Justice or Notary, or in Jamestown and New Shoreham by a 
Warden. See $5,%1, and note. Also, act of October 1846, $ 1.] 

“| 1. To have the custody of the school houses and other property of 
the district. 

“| 2. To give notice of all meetings of the districts in the manner pro- 
vided. 

[As to notice see § 12.} 

“| 3. To employ at their discretion, one or more qualified teachers, for 
every fifty scholars in average daily attendance, provide school rooms, 
and furnish the same with fuel, properly prepared. 

{As to qualification of teachers see § 20.]} 

“| 4. To visit the schools by one or more of their number, twice at least 
during each term of schooling. 

“| 5. To see that the scholars are properly supplied with books, and in 
case they are not, and the parents, guardians or masters, have been noti- 
fied thereof by the teacher, to provide the same at the expense of the 
district, and add the price thereof to the next school tax or rate bill of said 
parents. 

{As to what books shall be used see § 3, 1 6, and § 5% 9.] 

* 6 To make out the tax and rate bills for tuition, against the persons 
liable to pay the same, as shall be voted by the district. 

‘| 7. To make such returns to the school committee in matter and form, 
as shall be prescribed by them, or the Commissioner of Public Schools, 
and perform all other lawful acts that may be required of them by the dis- 
trict, or which may be necessary to carry into full effect the powers and 
duties of schoool districts. 


Sec. XV. 41. Whenever a tax shall be voted by any district, the same 
shall be levied on the ratable estate in said district, according to the esti- 
mate and apportionment in the tax bill of the town to which such district 
belongs, last completed, or next to be completed, as said district may 
direct. 

“| 2. Whenever any real estate situated within the district is so assessed 
and entered in the tax bill of the town, in common with other estate sit- 
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uated out of said district, that there is no distinct or separate value upon 
it, the trustees of the district may call upon one or more of the assessors 
of the town, not residing in said district ; and it shall be the duty of said 
assessors on such application, to assess the value of said real estate so 
situated, and in making such assessment, to proceed as in making the 
tax bill of the town. 

[As to notice and other particulars see Digest page 425.] 


Sec. XVI. If any school district shall neglect or refuse to establish a 
school and employ a teacher for the same, for nine months, the school 
committee of the town may establish such school, and employ a teacher, 
as the trustees of the district might have done; and any school district 
may, with the consent of the school committee, devolve all the powers 
and duties relating to public schools in said district, on said committee. 

[By act of June 1846, § 3, if any district neglects to organize, or, if organized, 
shall for the space of six months neglect or refuse to establish a school and employ 
ateacher, the school committee of the town may either by themselves or by an 
agent by them appointed establish a school and employ a teacher. } 


Sec. XVII. Any town, at any legal meeting, may vote to provide 
school-houses, furnish the same with fixtures and necessary and useful 
appendages, in all the districts, from time to time, at the common expense 
of the town. 

[See § 4, 1 2, and § 6.) 


Sec. XVIII. “1. Any two or more adjoining primary school districts 
in the same or adjoining towns, may by a concurrent vote, agree to estab- 
lish a secondary or grammar school, for the older and more advanced chil- 
dren of such districts, under the management of a committee, composed 
of one member from each of said districts, to be appointed annually for 
each district, by the school committee of the town, or towns to which 
such districts belong respectively ; and said secondary school committee 
shall locate the school, provide school house, fuel and furniture, employ 
teachers, regulate the studies, the terms of admission, the number of pu- 
pils to be admitted, the rate of tuition, and have the general control of 
the school; Provided, that no teacher shall be employed in any secondary 
school, without exhibiting a certificate of qualification, signed by a school 
inspector for the county, or the Commissioner of Public Schools. 

| 2. The school committee of the town or towns in which such sec- 
ondary school shall be established, shall draw an order in favor of the 
committee of said school, to be paid out of the public money appropria- 
ted to each district interested in said secondary school, in proportion to 
the number of scholars from each. 


Sec. XIX. 1. Whenever it shall be found convenient to form a 
school district of two or more contiguous districts, or parts of two or more 
contiguous districts in adjoining towns, such towns respectively concur- 
ring therein, may form such district, and alter and discontinue the same. 

[By act of June 1846, the concurrence of the towns is rendered unnecessary.]} 

‘| 2. The first meeting of any district composed of parts of two or 
more towns, shall be called by a notice signed by the school committees 
of the several towns to which such parts belong, and set up in one or 
more public places, in each town within the limits of the joint district; 
and said district may, from timé to time thereafter, prescribe the mode of 
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calling and warning the meetings, in like manner as other school dis. 
tricts may do. 

{ 3. Every district established by two or more towns, shall have all the 
powers, and perform all the duties allowed or prescribed in regard to 
school districts, and shali be subject to the supervision and general man. 
agement of the school committee of the town in which the school of the 
joint district may be kept, or the school-house, when erected, may stand. 

“| 4. Whenever a joint district shall vote to build or repair a school- 
house by tax, the amount of such tax, and the plan and specification of 
such building or repairs shall be approved by the school committee of the 
towns out of which said district is formed. 


1V. Teacuers. Section XX-I. 


Sec. XX. No person shall be employed to teach as principal or as- 
sistant, in any school supported in part, or entirely, by public money, un- 
less such person shall exhibit a certificate of qualification, signed either— 

1. By the chairman of the school committee of any town, or the 

sub-committee appointed for this purpose, which shall be valid for one 
year from the date thereof, in any public school or district in said town, 
unless annulled ; or, 
_ “2. By an inspector for the county, which shall be valid for two years 
from the date thereof, in every town and district of the county for which 
such inspector shall be appointed, which last certificate, when signed by 
the Commissioner of Public Schools, shall be valid in any public school 
of the State, for three years, unless the same is annulled. 

Provided, ‘That neither of the above authorities shall sign any certifi- 


cate of qualification, unless the person named in the same shall pro- 
duce evidence of good moral character, and be found on examination, or 
by experience, qualified to teach the English language, arithmetic, pen- 


manship, and the rudiments of geography and history, and to govern a 
school. 


Sec. XXI. Every teacher in any public school, shall keep a register 
of all the scholars attending said school, their ages, their parents or guar- 
dians, the date when each scholar entered and left said school, and their 
daily attendance, together with the day of the month on which said school 
was visited by any of the authorities named in this act, with the names 
of the visitors. 


MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS. 


Sec. XXII. The General Treasurer shall pay to the treasurer of the 
town of Charlestown, the sum of one hundred dollars annually, to be ex- 
pended under the direction of some suitable person or persons to be ap- 
pointed annually by the Governor, in support of a school for the use of 
the members of the Narragansett tribe of Indians, and for the purchase 
of books and other incidental expenses of said school; and an account 
of the expenditure of said money shall be rendered annually to the Gen- 
eral Assembly, and a report of the condition of the school be transmit- 
ted to the Commissioner of Public Schools, on or before the first Mon- 
day of May; Provided, that in the apportionment of the public money, 
by the saia Commissioner, and by the school committee of the town of 
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Charlestown, the number of the Narragansett Indians in suck town shall 
not be included. 


Sec. XXIII. No child shall be excluded from any public school in 
the district to which such child belongs, if the town is divided into dis- 
tricts; and if not so divided, from the nearest public school, except by 
force of some general regulation, applicable to all children under the same 
circumstances ; and in no case, on account of the inability of the parent, 
guardian, or employer of the same, to pay his or her tax, rate, or assess- 
ment, for any school purpose whatever. 

[See § 5, 19.) 


Sec. XXIV. The school committee of any town, or the trustees of 
any school district, are authorized to make arrangements with the com- 
mittee of any adjacent town, or the trustees of any adjacent district, for 
the attendance of such children, as will be better accommodated in the 
public schools of such adjacent town or district, as the case may be, and 
to pay such a portion of the expense of said schools, as may have been 
agreed upon, Or as may be just and proper. 


Sec. XXV. Any money appropriated to the use of public schools, 
which shall be applied by a town, school district, or any officer thereof, 
to any other purpose than that specified by the law, shall be forfeited to 
the state; and any officer or person who shall fraudulently make a false 
certificate or order, by which any money appropriated to public schools 
shall be drawn from the treasury of the State, or the town, shall forfeit 
the sum of fifty dollars to the State ; and it shall be the duty of the Com- 
missioner of Public Schools to bring a suit to recover said forfeitures in 
behalf of the State. 


Sec. XXVI. In the construction of this act, the word “town” shall 
include the city of Providence, so far only as to entitle the same to a dis- 
tributive share of the money appropriated to the support of public schools, 
on making the annual report required of the several school committees, 
in matter and form as prescribed by the Commissioner of Public Schools. 


Sec. XXVII. Any person conceiving himself aggrieved in conse- 
quence of any decision made by any school district meeting, or by the 
trustees of any district, or the committee of any town, or by a county 
inspector, or concerning any other matter arising under this Act, may ap- 
peal to the Commissioner of Public Schools, who is hereby authorized and 
required to examine and decide the same: and the decision of said Com- 
missioner, when approved by any Judge of the Supreme Contt, shall be 
final and conclusive. 

[See § 3, 1 4.] 


Sec. XXVIII. All general acts and resolutions heretofore passed re- 
lating to public schools, and all acts authorizing particular towns and dis- 
tricts to build school houses, and perform other duties now provided for 
in the preceding sections, are hereby repealed. 

_ Provided, That all acts and resolutions relating to the public schools 
in the city of Providence, and the town of Newport, are hereby contin- 
ued in force. 

_ Provided further, That all rights vested in any person or persons by 
virtue of any of the acts hereby repealed, shall remain unimpaired and 











- 


236 AN ACT RELATING 


unaltered by this act; and that all matters commenced by virtue of any 
of the laws aforesaid, now depending or unfinished, may be prosecy. 
ted and pursued to final effect, in the same manner as they might have 
been, if this act had not been passed. 


Sec. XXIX. This act shall not take effect till after the next ses. 
sion of the General Assembly, and in the mean time the existing laws 
relative to public schools shall continue in force. 

Passed, June Session, 1845. 
True Copy: Witness, HENRY BOWEN, Sec. 





AN ACT 
In addition to, and in amendment of “ An Act relating to Public Schools.” 


It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows : 


Section I. The limits of the school districts in the several towns shall 
continue the same as before the passage of said act, until they shall be 
altered by the school committee of the town; and the formation or altera- 
tion of a joint district in adjoining towns shall be left with the school com- 
‘mittees of such towns. 

[This amends § 4, * 1—§ 5, 1 3—§ 10, and § 19, 1 1, of the School Law of 
June 1845. 


Sec. II. Any school district may elect, at their meeting for organi- 
zation, or at their annual meeting in April or May, either one or three 
trustees, as they may decide, and such trustee or trustees shall hold their 
offices until the next annual meeting, or until their successors are qualified. 

[This amends § 13, 1 7, and § 12, 1 2, of School Law of June 1845.] 


Sec. III. If any school district shall neglect or refuse to organize, 
or if organized, shall for the space of six months, neglect or refuse to es- 
tablish a school and employ a teacher for the same, the school committee 
of the town may by themselves, or an agent by them appointed, establish 
such school and employ a teacher, as the trustees of the district might 
have done. 

(This amends § 16 of School Law of June 1845.] 


Sec. IV. The Commissioner of Public Schools shall furnish to each 
district school a suitable register, and publish and distribute to each dis- 
trict, an edition of the school law with the alterations above made, and 
such forms and explanations as may be necessary for the uniform admin- 
istration of the same; and the expense thereof, when approved by the 
Governor, shall be paid out of the ‘Treasury. 


Sec. V. In case of the absence or sickness of the Commissioner 
of Public Schools, the Governor is hereby authorized to appoint a suitable 
person to act as Commissioner during such absence or sickness. 

Passed, June Session, 1846. 
True Copy: Witness, 
HENRY BOWEN, Sec. 
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AN ACT in addition to, and amendment of “ An Act relating to Public 
Schools.” 
It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows : 

Sec. 1. The Moderator and Clerk of a district may, on being elected, 
administer the necessary engagement each to the other in open meeting ; 
and when so engaged, or if engaged before any other officer in open meet- 
ing, the record of the clerk shall be presumptive evidence thereof. 

Sec. Il. The record of a Clerk, that a meeting has been duly or 
legally notified, shall be presumptive evidence that it has been notified as 
the law requires. 

Sec. III. Inhabitants of school districts, or persons paying taxes 
therein, shall be competent witnesses in all civil and criminal cases, not- 
withstanding their interest as such, if not otherwise disqualified. 

Sec. IV. The Clerk, Collector, Treasurer and all trustees of districts 
shall hold office until their successors are qualified to act. 

Sec. V. ‘The school committees shall have the sole power (subject to 
appeal) of laying off and altering school districts, subject to the proviso 
of section IV, 4 1, of the act of June session, A. D. 1845. Provided, 
that where there are no districts, the Committee shall not proceed to lay 
off districts without the direction of the town. All votes of school com- 
mittees laying off or altering school districts, passed since June session 
A. D. 1846, not inconsistent with the foregoing provisos and not ap- 
pealed from, are hereby confirmed. 

Sec. VI. A district may authorize its trustees to fix a rate of tuition 
or assessment instead of fixing it themselves; and either district or trus- 
tees shall exempt therefrom such as they may consider unable to pay the 
same ; and the rate-bill therefor shall be collected by the district collector 
in the same manner as if it was for town taxes. 

Sec. VII. Any person committed to jail by the district collector 
either for a tax or for a rate-bill for tuition or assessments shall be entitled 
to the benefit of “An act for the relief of poor persons imprisoned for 
debt,” in the same manner as if committed for town taxes. And any per- 
son assessed in any rate-bill as aforesaid, may, before commitment, ap- 
ply to any justice of the peace in the town, out of the district, for a cita- 
tion to the trustee or trustees to appear at a time and place named, within 
said district, and show cause why he should not be admitted to take the 
oath prescribed in said act; said citation shall be served three days be- 
fore the time appointed upon the trustee, (or upon any one of them if more 
than one,) and the applicant shall be heard before the Justice signing the 
citation, and may by him be admitted to take the oath aforesaid; and a 
certificate thereof, signed by him, shall be a full protection to the appli- 
cant against any further proceedings for collecting said rate. And the 
service of the citation aforesaid shall suspend such proceedings for at 
least ten days, unless the case be sooner heard and disposed of. 

Sec. VIII. All doings of districts and district officers in cases where 
the latter were not engaged as required by law, shall, nevertheless, be 
valid, provided they be engaged within thirty days from the passage of 
this act. 

Sec. IX. In dividing for this year, that portion of the State money 
which is to be divided according to the attendance of last year, the school 
committee shall have power to make the division to the best of their dis- 
cretion as near thereto as may be. 

Sec. X. Anv officer of a district who shall willfully and know- 
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ingly refuse to perform any duty imposed upon him by any of the acts re. 
lating to public schools, or who shall willfully and knowingly violate the 
provisions of said laws, may be indicted therefor, and on conviction fined 
not exceeding five hundred dollars, and shall, besides, be liable to suit fo; 
any damages any person may suffer thereby. 

Sec. XI. When any town shall neglect to direct how the money 
raised from the town and registry taxes shall be divided, the school com- 
mittee may divide it. 

Sec. XII. When a whole district unites with the whole or part of ; 
district in another town, to form a joint district, according to section X|X 
of the act of June, A. D. 1845, it shall be entitled to its full proportion o 
school money, as if it were not a joint district; and when a part of a 
district unites to form a joint district, the school committee shall assign 
to it such portion of the school money as they may deem proper. 

Sec. XIII. A school district may organize at any time after the pro- 
per notice; and all organizations of school districts made in any other 
month than that fixed for the annual meeting, and legally notified and oth- 
erwise legally held, are hereby confirmed. 

Sec. XIV. Section XIII & 5, and so much of section IV, 4 4, of 
the school act of June, 1845, as requires the number of the school com- 
mittee to be fixed at the first meeting held after the passage of that act, 
are hereby repealed, and the said number may be fixed at any annual town 
election. 

Passed October Session, 1846. 
True Copy: Witness. HENRY BOWEN, Sec. 





AN ACT in relation to oaths of office. 
It ts enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

Sec. |. Any Judge, Senator, or ‘Town Clerk shall have full power to 
administer to all State, Town or other officers, civil or military, the en- 
gagement required to be taken by them by law. 

Sec. Il. No proceedings heretofore had, since the Digest of 1844 
went into effect, shall be held invalid on account of any such engage- 
ment having been taken before any of the officers above named; provided. 
that this act shall not affect any suit or action already commenced, 

Oct. 1846. True Copy: Witness. HENRY BOWEN, Sec. 





AN ACT to provide for the Education of the Indigent Blind, and the 
Indigent Deaf Mutes. 
It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows : 

Secrion |. ‘The sum of fifteen hundred dollars is hereby annually ap- 
propriated for the education, at “the American Asylum at Hartford, for the 
instruction of the deaf and dumb,” of the indigent deaf mutes of this 
State ; and for the education of the indigent blind of this State, at the in- 
stitution for education of «he blind, located at South Boston. 

Sec. 2. Said sum shall be paid out of the General Treasury to the 
orders of Byron Diman, of Bristol, who is hereby appointed commissioner 
for the distribution of said appropriation, with full authority to determine 
which of said persons in this state shall be admitted to the benefit the reo/, 
and the portion which such shall receive: Provided, that no one person 
shall receive any portion thereof for more than five years, nor a greater 
sum in any one year than one hundred dollars, 

Passed January 25, 1845. 
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committee shall have power to make the division to the best of their dis- 
cretion as near thereto as may be. 
Sec. X. Anv officer of a district who shall willfully and know- 
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AN ACT in addition to an Act in relation to Oaths of Office :— 


It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

Any clerk of a school district, when qualified to act as such, may ad- 
minister any affirmation or oath of office required to be taken by any ofli- 
cer of a school district ; and any such oath or affirmation heretofore ad- 
ministered by a clerk of a school district shall be held to be valid. 

Passed January Session, 1847. 

True Copy: Witness, 


HENRY BOWEN, Sec’y. 





Voted and Resolved, That nothing in any of the several acts relating to 
Public Schools shall be so construed as to require any engagement or 
oath of office to be taken by any moderator of a school district meeting ; 
and that any clerk of a school district who has not yet taken the necessary 
engagement, may take the same within sixty days from the passage here- 
of, with the same effect as if taken immediately after his election. 

Passed January Session, 1847. 

True Copy: Witness, 
HENRY BOWEN, Sec’y. 





AN ACT in addition to the several acts relating to Public Schools :— 


Itis enacted by the General Assembly as follows : 
Section I. Any town may elect a school committee of the number of 


} ove for every district in the town, if they so determine. Whenever the 


number of the school committee consists of more than six persons, four 
shall constitute a quorum. 

Sec. I]. The school committee shall have power to employ some per- 
son, not of their number, to perform the duty of visiting the schools. 

Sec. III. In districts where public schools of different grades are es- 
tablished, the legal voters may fix a rate of tuition for each grade of school, 
not exceeding one dollar per scholar for the lowest grade, and two dollars 
for the highest grade, for any term of three months: Provided, that the 
amount of such tax, and the rate of tuition, shall be approved and author- 
ized by the school committee of the town. 

‘Sec. IV. In all cases of forfeiture of school money by any town or dis- 
trict, arising under Sec. 3, par. 2, and Sec. 5, par. 12, of the act relating 
\o public schools, the commissioner of public schools may on application 
examine into the facts and remit the forfeiture, if he deems it equitable. 

Passed General Assembly, June Sesssion, 1847. 

True Copy: Witness, 


HENRY BOWEN, Sec’y. 
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AN ACT to provide for the voluntary incorporation of Library, Acad- 
emy, and School Associations :— 


Whereas, by the 24th and 25th sections of an act to revise and amend 
the several acts relating to Public Schools, passed at January session, 
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A. D. 1839, provision was made for the voluntary incorporation of Schoo! 
and Library Associations, which provisions were inadvertently omitted in 
the revision of said act in June, A. D. 1845: Therefore, 


Be it enacted by the General Assembly as follows : 

Section I. Whenever any persons to the number of three or more have 
associated, or shall hereafter associate together for the purpose of procuring 
and maintaining a Library, or procuring and supporting an Academy or 
School-house, they shall, upon complying with the terms of this act, be- 
come a body corporate for such purpose by such name as they may de Sig- 
nate, and subject to such regulations, conditions, and constitution as they 
may have adopted. And they may hold, control, and convey real and 
personal estate to an amount not exceeding five thousand dollars, exclusive 
of their building and the lot on which it may stand, and of their books, 
maps, pictures, and library furniture. 

Sec. II. In case of any association of any number of members here- 
tofore formed for the purpose of maintaining a Library and not incorpora- 
ted, any three of the members may call a meeting and appoint a time and 
place therefor, giving to all the known members resident in this State five 
days notice thereof, to be served as an original summons is required to be 
served by law, by some sheriff, deputy-sheriff, constable, or by some dis- 
interested person who shall make oath thereto ; and at such meeting so 
held, a majority of the persons present entitled to vote may organize said 
association as a corporation under this act. 

Sec. III. The Library corporations formed under this act shall have the 
power to make assessments on shares, and regulate by by-laws the man- 
ner of selling them on failure of payment ; and all transfers of the shares 
shall be recorded in the books of the corporation. 

Src. [V. All corporations organized under this act may elect such of- 
ficers and for such time as they deem proper, may regulate by by-laws the 
manner of calling annual or other meetings, may require their officers to 
give bonds, determine the manner of voting and how many shall consti- 
tute a quorum, and generally make all necessary by-laws not inconsistent 
with law or their constitution, and may prescribe suitable penalties for 
the violation of them, which, if in money, shall hot exceed twenty dol- 
lars, and may be collected by action of debt in the name of the corpora- 
tion. All officers shall continue in office until their successors are ap- 
pointed, and vacancies may be filled at any meeting or in such manner as 
the corporation may direct. If no mode is provided of calling annual or 
other meetings, the Clerk or Secretary shall call a meeting on the reques' 
of any three members, by posting up a notice thereof for five days in some 
public place upon the Library building, Academy, or School-house. Anda 
majority of votes either in person or by proxy shall constitute a quorum, 
unless otherwise provided by the corporation. 

Sec. V. To entitle any association to the benefit of this act, the const- 
tution or articles of association, and all alterations thereof, shall be record- 
ed in the books of land evidence of the town where the Library, Academy, 
or School-house is situated. Any such corporation shall not be dissolved 
by any reduction of the number of its members. 

Passed June Session, 1847. 

True Cory: Witness, 
HENRY BOWEN, Sec’y. 





REMARKS 


On some provisions of the School Laws and on the duties of different officers 
and bodies corporate under them. 





Nore.—The $ and @ refer to the School Laws. Where ne act is particularly 
mentioned, the act of June, 1845, is intended. 


TOWNS. 


1. In order to receive its proportion of money from the State Treas- 
ury, 4 town must vote to raise at least one-third as much as it received 
from the State the year preceding, (§ 1V. J 3.) and if voted annually, the 
vote must be passed on or before July lst in every year, otherwise it 
cannot receive an order on the State Treasury. § III.“ 2. Butan appro- 
priation may be made by a standing by-law, under which the town treas- 
urer may every year appropriate the necessary funds. 

2. The towns have the power to direct whether the money they them- 
selves raise, and also the registry money, shall be divided among the dis- 
tricts equally, or in proportion to the number of children, or of attendance. 
This may be done by a standing by-law. See § V.9% 11. But if the 
town neglects to give directions, the school committee may divide it. Act 
of Oct., 1846, § 11. 

3. A town may, instead of having a division by districts, vote to have 
all its school concerns managed without such division; and whether 
divided into districts or not, they may voteto build school-houses by a gen- 
eral town tax, and to establish schools of different grades without reference 
tosuch division. § VI. § XVII. § IV. 4 2. 

4. It is believed that where a town is divided into districts, and each 
district has trustees to manage its own local affairs, it will be better to 
have the town’s committee a small one, provided competent persons can 
be obtained to undertake it. ‘Their duties are to examine teachers, visit 
and have a supervision, of the schools. There is danger that a large com- 
mittee will not meet often, and that they will! attempt to perform too many 
of their duties by small sub-committees of one or more. ‘The delegation 
by the whole committee, to each member, of the power to manage some 
particular district, was one great cause of the inefficiency of the former 
system. ‘The examination of teachers, will, in most cases, be better done 
by the whole committee ; and incompetent persons will be less likely to 
apply to the whole committee, than to a single member to be examined. 

As visiting the schools and examining them in a proper manner will 
occupy a great deal of time, which few can afford to devote to the public 
service without remuneration, several towns have adopted the plan of pay- 
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ing some one or more of the committee for performing this duty. It is be- 
lieved that all the towns would find it for their advantage to pursue this 
course. It has already been tried with success in Cumberland, Hopkinton, 
and Smithfield. 

5. Library. By § V11., Towns are empowered to raise money by tax to 
establish a town school library, and to adopt regulations for its use. ‘The 
Commissioner wili be at all times ready to give his advice, and to aid in the 
selection and purchase of the proper buoks. 


TOWN TREASURER. 

6. The town treasurer should, as soon as the State money is apportion- 
ed, which is to be done in May, (§ III. 4 1.) and as soon as the school 
committee have made their report and the town has voted to raise what the 
law requires, apply to the Commissioner for an order for his town’s por- 
tion. If the town appropriation be made by a standing by-law instead of an 
annual vote, he may apply immediately, provided the school committee 
have made the report the law requires. Some towns make a practice of 
depositing their school money in some bank, which will pay them a low 
rate of interest. But it should be always subject to order. 

If the treasurer is newly elected, or his election not generally known, it 
may be well for him to procure from the town clerk a certificate to the fact 
of his being treasurer. 

He is to keep a separate account of all school moneys, and is, within 
one week after the annual town meeting, to furnish the school committee 
with a particular account of all school moneys in his hands, the sources 
from which derived, &c. All orders for money on the town treasurer 
must be signed by the chairman of the school committee. See Form 32. 

7. ‘The town treasurer, to cbtain an order on the State treasury, should 


furnish to the Commissioner a certificate that the town has appropriated 
for the support of public schools for the current year, $ (being at least 
a sum equal to one-third of what the town received from the State last year.) 
Or the town clerk may certify to the fact. ‘This certificate may be in the 
following form. 


Town of A. D. 18 

I certify that in addition to the funds received from the State, and to the 
unexpended school moneys of last year, received from all sources, this 
town has by vote passed in a legal town meeting, appropriated the sum of 

dollars, to be paid out of the town treasury, for the support o/ 

public schools in this town for the present year, according to law. 

; Town Treasurer of said town. 

To C. D., 


Commissioner of Public Schools. 


SCHOGL COMMITTEES. 

8. The school committee should first be engaged and then elect their 
chairman and clerk. It would be well to have the certificate of their 
own election and engagement made upon the record book itself, as loose 
papers are more liable to be lost. See Form}, 2, 3. 

The number of the school committee, either three, six, nine, or twelve, 
is to be fixed at each annual town election. See §1V. {J 4, and act of 
Oct., 1846,§ 14. By Act of June, 1847, the Committee may consist 
of one for each school district. 
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9. Vacancies. If any member of the committee resigns, the rest (if there 
be a quorum) may supply the vacancy. If so many resign or refuse to 
serve, as not to leave a quorum, the vacancy must, as in case of the other 
town officers, be supplied by the town council, until the next town 
meeting. See Digest, page 302, § 6. 

10. Meetings. ‘They should hold meetings at least quarterly, as the law 
requires. But the schools cannot prosper much unless meetings are held 
much oftener than this. By frequent meetings and conversation, much 
valuable information may be acquired. And it would be well for committees 
to be continually endeavoring to obtain a knowledge of the situation of the 
different districts, the amount of taxable property in each district, the num- 
ber of the agricultural and manufacturing population respectively, &c. &c 
and this sort of information should be preserved, as it is absolutely neces- 
sary to enable them and their successors to discharge well their duties. 

All acts of the school committee to be valid, must be done at a meeting 
of the committee. Giving their assent to any measure separately, and 
without meeting, would probably be held illegal. 

The manner of calling special meetings of the committee, should be 
regulated by by-law. If there be no by-law, the chairman should call 
them, and should give every member notice if possible. See R. 30. 

tl. Within a week after the annual town meeting, the school committee 
are entitled to receive from the town treasurer, a report of all school 
moneys in his hands, specifying particularly the sources whence derived, 
&e. See § 1X. 

12. As soon as elected, the clerk of the committee should forward to the 
School Commissioner a list of the names of the committee, with their 
post-office address, and should also inform him in what way packages or 
bundles can most conveniently be sent to them. ‘This will materially aid 
the Commissioner in the discharge of the duties of his office. 

13. Laying off Districts.. A town may vote to manage its schools col- 
lectively or by districts. If there are districts, the whole power of laying 
them off, making new ones, altering them, and of settling disputed boun- 
daries, is vested by law in the school committee, subject to an appeal, 
to the Commissioner, whose decision, when approved by a Judge of the 
Supreme Court, is to be final. See act of October, 1846, § 5. 

Although the law has not required any particular notice to be given be- 
fore deciding on making or altering districts, yet reasonable notice should 
be given in all such cases. 

In laying off districts, regard should be had to the convenience of 
attending school, the number of scholars, the valuation of property, and 
ability to provide school-houses, &e. It will be always expedient to 
bound them by rivers, roads, or other natural or well-known boundaries, 
when practicable. When the lines can, without inconvenience, be so 
drawn as to include all of any person’s farm, in the same district where 
his dwelling-house is, it will save a great deal of trouble and expense im 
assessing taxes. 

In New York they bound their school districts by lines running from 
one specified point to another, and when this line crosses any per- 
son’s farm or lot, they tax the whole farm or lot in the district where the 
dwelling-house is, if there be one onit. But this rule is objectionable, be- 
cause when a tax is contemplated, a person so situated may avoid a portion 
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of it by a fraudulent conveyance of his land. And every purchase or sale 
of land so situated does practically alter the bounds of the district. 

Districts must be set off by bounds including certain land. It is not 
sufficient (in those towns where the schools are managed and the school- 
houses built by districts,) to declare that a district shall be composed of 
such and such persons. The Supreme Court of Massachusetts have de- 
clared such districting to be invalid. 7 Pick. 106 and 12 Pick. 206. 

When a district which has built a school-house, is divided, or its bounds 
altered so as to take off any portion of it, the joint property is to be equita- 
bly apportioned among them. If the district owe any debts, they should 
of course be considered in the apportionment. See the law § XI. In 
some cases this can be done by a division of the property itself. In other 
cases the rent or income may be apportioned, according to the peculiar 
circumstances. The school committee must decide such cases,-subject, of 
course, to the appeal provided by the law. 

Where it is more convenient for a person belonging to one district to 
send to a school in another district, the school committee may alter the 
bounds so as to include his house ; or the trustees, or if no trustees, the 
committee may permit his children to attend such school and pay for it 
under the provisions of § XXIV. And the committee may make the same 
arrangement for those who can more conveniently attend a school situa- 
ted in a neighboring town. 

In every town, after the boundaries of the districts are settled, it would 
be well to have a description of them printed for general information and 
circulation. ‘They might, with propriety, be attached to the School Regu- 
lations. 

14. The power of forming joint districts on the borders of the different 
towns, is also confided to the school committees. Many of the manufac- 
turing villages are on streams which are the boundaries of towns, and are 
partly in both towns. In such situations the school committees should 
encourage the union of the adjoining districts, (see § XIX.) as both 
together may be able to establish a better school, or keep one for a longer 
time, or to establish them of different grades. See Act of June, 1846, § 1. 

The manner of apportioning the money to a joint district is regulated by 
Act of October, 1846, § 12. 

In assigning to a district which forms part of a joint district, its propor- 
tion of that part of the money which is divided according to average attend- 
ance, the committee will of course take the average attendance of that 
portion of the scholars who belong to their own town. 

13. Location, plans, 5c. . The school committee are to locate all school- 
houses, and to approve of all plans and specifications for building them. 
When the district is unanimous, and the location on the whole unobjection- 
able, the committee will defer to their wishes ; but in cases of dispute, they 
should endeavor to select such a site as will best accommodate the greater 
portion of the district. Plans for the erection and repairs of district school- 
houses must also be approved by the school committee, or by the Com- 
missioner. This provision, together with that requiring that the school 
committee must approve all rates of tuition and taxes that any district 
may order, was intended to operate as a salutary check against the 
improper exercise of the powers given to school districts. In some dis- 
tricts there may be but few legal voters; in others, the majority of voters 
may be persons not interested in the property in the district ; and various 
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other cases may happen where a minority should be protected against the 
abuse of the power of taxation. And for this purpose, the law requires 
the approbation of the school committee, the majority of whom will proba- 
bly belong to other parts of the town, and have no private or personal 
interest in the local controversies and disputes of the district. 

For the same reason the law requires the plan of building to be approved 
by the committee. ‘The committee should therefore investigate this subject, 
and visit and examine the best school-houses, so as to be prepared to act 
when called on. They will find a variety of plans in the document on 
school-houses, attached to the Report of the Commissioner in 1845, 
which they can modify according to circumstances, and from which, at least, 
they may derive many useful hints. 

16. Examining Teachers. ‘The examination of persons wishing to teach 
as principal or assistants, the granting of certificates of qualification, and 
the annulling of such certificates, are among the most important duties 
devolving on the school committee, and on their faithful performance the 
efficiency of the law mainly depends. 

The inefficiency of the former school system in many of the towns was 
owing to the fact that the duties of examining teachers and visiting the 
schools were too generally neglected or ill performed. 

The law gives the committee the power to appoint a sub-committee for 
the purpose of examining teachers. . But it is respectfully suggested that 
where the whole committee can meet for this purpose, it is most advisable. 
It will have a more imposing effect upon the teachers themselves, and in- 
competent persons will be less likely to present themselves. 

In making ‘such examinations, whether by the whole board, or by the 
sub-committee, they should inquire first, as to moral character. On this 
point the committee should be entirely satisfied, before proceeding further. 
Some opinion can be formed from the general deportment and language of 
the applicant, but the safest course will be, with regard to those who are 
strangers to the committee, to insist on the written testimony of persons of 
the highest respectability in the towns and neighborhoods where they 
have resided; and especially to require the certificate of the school com- 
mittee and parents of the districts where they have taught before, as to the 
character they have sustained, and the influence they have exerted in the 
school and society. 

While a committee should not endeavor to inquire into the peculiar 
religious or sectarian opinions of a teacher, and should not entertain any 
preferences or prejudices founded on any such grounds, they ought, with- 
out hesitation, to reject every person who is in the habit of ridiculing, deri- 
ding or scoffing at religion. 

And while the examination should in no case be extended to the political 
‘opinions of the candidate, yet it may with propriety extend “ to their man- 
ner of expressing such belief, or maintaining it. If that manner is in itself 
boisterous and disorderly, intemperate and offensive, it may well be sup- 
posed to indicate ungoverned passions, or want of sound principles of con- 
duct, which would render its possessor obnoxious to the inhabitants of the 
district, and unfit for the sacred duties of a teacher of youth, who should 
instruct by example as well as by precept."—N. Y. Regulations. 

Second, as to literary attainments. The lowest grade of attainments is 
specified in the school law in the proviso to § XX. 2. Every teacher 
must have been found qualified by examination, or by previous experience, 
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which must have come to the personal knowledge of the committee, to 
teach the English language, arithmetic, penmanship, and the rudiments of 
geography and history. An examination as to the attainments of the 
teacher in these branches might be so conducted as to test his capacity, in 
those particulars, to teach any grade of schools. Some reference, there- 
fore, must be had to the condition and wants of the district schools as they 
now are. But no person should be considered qualified to teach any 
school, who cannot speak and write the English language, if not elegantly, 
at least correctly. He should be a good reader, be able to make the 
hearer understand and feel all that the author intended. He should be 
able to give the analysis as well as explain the meaning of the words of the 
sentence, and explain al! dates, names and allusions. He should be a 
good speller ; and to test this, as well as his knowledge of punctuation, the 
use of capitals, &c.,he should be required to write out his answers to some 
of the questions of the committee. He should understand practically the 
first principles of English grammar, as illustrated in his own writing and 
conversation. He should be able to write a good hand, to make a pen, 
and teach others how to do both. He should show his knowledge of 
geography by applying his definitions of the elementary principles to the 
geography of his own iown, state and country, and by questions on the map 
and globe. He should be able to answer promptly all questions relating to 
the leading events of the history of the United States and of his own state. 
In arithmetic, he should be well versed in some treatise on mental arith- 
metic, and be able to work out before the committee, on the black board or 
slate, such questions as will test his ability to teach the text books on 
arithmetic prescribed for the class of schools he will be engaged in. 
Third, his ability to instruct. This ability includes aptness to teach, a 
power of simplifying difficult processes,—a skill in imparting knowledge,— 
of inducing pupils to try, and to try in such a way that they will derive 
encouragement as they go along, which must be given by nature, but may 
be cultivated by observation and practice. An examination into the liter- 
ary qualifications of a candidate, as ordinarily conducted, and even when 
conducted by an experienced committee-man, or even by a teacher, will 
not always determine whether this ability is possessed, or possessed in a 
very eminent degree. Hence it is desirable for the committee to ascer- 
tain what success the candidate has had in other places, if he has taught 
before ; and if this evidence cannot be had, whether he has received any 
instruction in the art of teaching ; or has been educated under a success- 
ful teacher ; or has visited good school;. In conducting the examination 
to ascertain this point, the candidate should be asked how he would teach 
the several studies. He should be asked how he would proceed in teach- 
ing the alphabet to a child who had never been instructed at all in it ; as 
for example, whether he would give him words or single letters ; or letters 
having a general resemblance; or in the order in which they are ordinarily 
printed ; or by copying them on a slate or black-board, and then repeat- 
ing their names after the teacher; or by picking them out of a collection of 
alphabet blocks, &c. &c. So in spelling. He should be asked how he 
would classify his scholars in this branch, and the methods of arranging 
and condu¢ting a class exercise ; how far he would adopt with the class 
the simultaneous method, and how far the practice of calling on each mem- 
ber in regular order ; how far he would put out the word to the whole 
class, and after requiring all to spell it mentally, name a particular scholar 
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to spell it orally ; how far he would adopt the method of writing the word, 
and especially the difficult words, on a slate or blackboard ; how far he 
would connect spelling with the reading lessons, &c. 

It will be more satisfactory sometimes, perhaps, to have a class of small 
scholars present at the examination, and let the candidate go through a reci- 
tation with them, so that the committee can have a practical specimen of 
his tact in teaching each branch of study; in explaining and removing 
difficulties, &c. 

The same method of examination should be carried into reading, and 
every other branch. It is more important to know that the teacher has 
sound views as to methods, than that he is qualified as to literary attain- 
ments. 

Fourth, ability to govern. This is an important qualification, insisted 
upon by the law, and indispensable to the success of the schools. On this 
point the committee should call for the evidence of former experience, 
wherever the candidate has taught before, and when this cannot be had, 
the examination should elicit the plans of the teacher as to making children 
comfortable, keeping them all usefully employed, and interested in their 
studies, his best system of rewards and punishments, and examples of the 
kinds of punishment he would resort to in particular cases, and all other 
matters pertaining to the good order and government of aschool. In this 
connection, the age, manners, hearing, knowledge of the world, love and 
knowledge of children, &c., of the applicant will deserve attention. 

In addition to these qualifications which the law requires, the address 
and personal manners and habits of the applicant should be inquired into, 
for these will determine in a great measure the manners and habits of the 
children whom they will be called upon to teach. 

The most thorough and satisfactory mode of conducting the examination 
is by written questions and answers ; and it will be desirable, if the exam- 
ination is conducted orally, to keep minutes of the questions and answers. 

While every teacher should be found qualified in the particulars speci- 
fied in the law, the certificate might show the peculiar qualification of the 
persons to whom it is given, viz. that he or she is peculiarly fitted fora 
primary school, or a high school, as principal or assistant, as the case 
may be. 

The school committee must remember that on the thoroughness and 
fidelity with which this duty is performed, depends in a great measure the . 
success or failure of the school system. The whole machinery moves to 
bring good teachers into the schools, and to keep them as long, and under 
as favorable circumstances as possible. 

If the teacher adds to his other qualifications, a knowledge of the art of 
singing, it will be an additional recommendation to him with those who 
desire to have a good school. Singing in school serves as a recreation 
and amusement, especially for the smaller scholars; it exercises and 
strengthens their voices and lungs, and by its influence on the disposition 
and morals, enables a teacher to govern his school with comparative ease. 

The committee should exercise a sound discretion in the examination. 
If a person has been before examined by them, and the committee have 
often visited his school, and know him to be a good teacher, the law allows 
them to give him a certificate founded on this experience. (Sce proviso § 
XX. 2.) But re-examinations can in no case do any injury, and by 
gradually increasing their rigor and adding to the requirements, much may 
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be done towards raising the general standard of education. The committee 
should, for convenience of reference, keep a tabular list of the names of al| 
persons examined by them, either on their common record book, or in a 
took kept for that purpose, with columns for the date, age, place of resi- 
dence of the applicant, the result of the examination, and any other remarks 
that may appear worthy of remembrance. 

School committees should endeavor to encourage, by all the means in 
their power, our own young men to come forward and qualify themselves as 
teachers. A large portion of the money expended here has been paid to 
teachers from abroad, many of whom were persons who could not obtain 
schools where they were better known. While the great object should be 
to secure the services of the best teachers, from whatever state they may 
come, it is certainly of great importance to the State, morally, intellectually, 
and politically, that we should hereafter not be so dependent upon citizens 
of other states for our teachers ,as we have heretofore been. ‘The large 
amount of money carriéd away every year is in fact one of the least of the 
evils of this dependence. For the Form of Certificate, F. 6 

17. Annulling Certificates. As a teacher's ac So depend not 
merely upon his learning, (of which a committee can judge from examina- 
tion,) but upon his moral character, his disposition and temper, and his ca- 
pacity to impart information, and to govern a school, in regard to all which 
the committee may be deceived or not fully informed, the law gives the 
committee the power to annul any certificate they may have given, if on 
trial the teacher proves unqualified. A teacher may also refuse to adopt 
the proper books, may introduce improper books, may refuse to adopt what 
the committee deem the best methods of instruction, or may violate other 
regulations of the committee. In such cases a remedy is necessary. 

Unless the offence is gross, and the evidence palpable, it will generally 
be best to give the teacher notice of any complaint before deciding wo 
annul his certificate. And in many cases friendly advice, and a private 
warning conveyed in courteous language, may settle the difficulty aud ren- 
der any public proceeding unnecessary. See the Form 8, and note. 

If the teacher received his certificate from the Commissioner, or a county 
inspector, the committee or trustees should apply immediately to the Com- 
missioner, who will decide according to the circumstances, and promptly, 
if the occasion requires it. 

18. Visitation of Schools. There was no duty of the school committees 
under the old law more generally neglected than that of visitation. 

The new law makes it the express duty of committees and trustees to 
visit the schools often. Without personal visits to the schools, the com- 
mittee can know nothing about the teacher’s capacity to impart informa- 
tion, or about his method of instruction and goverament. 

By act of June, 1847, the Committee are authorized to employ some 
suitable person to visit the schools in their stead. 

Visiting the schools also has the effect of encouraging the teacher in 
the performance of his duties ; and if the teacher is visited and treated 
with proper respect by the committees, trustees, and parents, it materi- 
ally aids to secure to him respectful treatment from the scholars, and ena- 
bles him to govern his school and preserve order with ease, and without 
resorting to corporeal punisliment. 

But the greatest effect is on the pupils themselves. School is now con- 
sidered by many of them asa place of punishment. But if their parents 
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and others visit them often, and take an interest in their studies and pro- 
gress, it gives a new character at once to the school and the school-room, 
and they contemplate it with pleasure instead of dread. 

It will also have the effect of accustoming the pupils to recite before 
strangers, and he!p them to get rid of that timidity and reserve which, if 
not early removed, may prove a serious hindrance to their success in many 

ursuits in after life. 

While it will be advisable to assign one or more schools to each mem- 
ber of the committee, for the purpose of visitation and general supervision, 
it will be very desirable that all the schools shall be visited at least once a 
term by the same person or persons, so that a comparison can be instituted 
between the different teachers and schools, and the official reports and 
returns be made out more understandingly. The trustees and parents of 
each district should be invited to accompany the committee on their visits ; 
and it will be well to encourage the teachers to visit each other’s schools, 
with a few of their most advanced scholars. 

In visiting schools, whether by the whole board, sub-committee, or indi- 
vidually, the following are among the objects which deserve attention : 

The condition of the school-house and appurtenances; its location; size 
and condition of yard and out-buildings ; construction, size, outward ap- 
pearance, and state of repair of building; by whom built and owned, 
whether by town, district or proprietors ; number and size of entries, and 
whether furnished with scraper, mat, hooks and shelves for hats, outer 
garments, water-pail and cup, broom, duster, &c.; dimensions of school- 
room, and its condition as to light, whether too much or too little—as to 
the air,pure or impure,—as to temperature, whether too high or too low ; 
modes of ventilation, whether by lowering or raising upper or lower sash, 
by opening into attic, by flue or otherwise ; whether heated by close or 
open stove, fire-place or furnace ; construction and arrangement of seats 
and desks ; whether all the scholars, and especially the younger, are com- 
fortably seated, with backs to lean against, and with their feet resting on 
the floor, and all facing the teacher ; whetlfer there is a platform where 
the teacher can overlook the whole school, and aisles to allow of his pass- 
ing to every scholar to give such instruction as may be necessary, in their 
seats; whether there is a place to arrange the classes for recitation, and 
accommodations for visitors, &c. 

On entering the school, the committee will first ascertain all necessary 
particulars respecting the teacher, such as his certificate, general plan, 
&c. These will enable them to form a proper judgment of what takes 
place in the course of their subsequent inspection and inquiries. 

The school register should be called for, and such particulars as to the 
number and names of the scholars, their age, parents, attendance and 
studies, should be gleaned, as will enable them to speak on the importance 
of regular and punctual attendance, to expose the evils of the contrary 
practice, and to commend before the whole school those who are among the 
most regular. An inspection of the register will inform the committee what 
children are not connected with the school, and a kind and timely call, 
a word with the parents or guardian, may save such children from ignor- 
ance, and the community from its consequences. 

The committee should inquire into the number of classes, and the 
studies they pursue. Such exercises should be called for as will exhibit 
the proficiency of the pupils, and the methods of instruction adopted by the 
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teacher, and enable the committee to judge of the tact of the teacher in 
imparting information. ‘The teacher, in justice to himself and his pupils, 
should be allowed to conduct some of the exercises himself, and in his 
usual manner, as the scholars, (if not used to being visited by strangers) 
will be less timid when examined by him, and the committee will have a 
better opportunity to see his mode of instruction. But the committee 
should also ask questions, and in some cases take the examination into 
their own hands. 

It will be well to place in the hands of the more advanced scholars, 
written or printed questions, to be answered in writing, while the examin- 
ation of other classes is going forward. And the same or similar questions 
should be asked in every school visited, and the answers will be to some 
extent an unexceptionable standard of comparison between the teachers 
and the schools. 

The committee should be careful to notice the manner in which the 
pupils spell and read. In reading, especially, there is great carelessness 
in many of ourschools. They should also observe the teacher’s manners 
and mode of governing. If the school is not provided with proper maps, 
blackboards, &c., by proper remarks on their uses and importance, they 
may be the means of inducing the district to procure them. 

Such inquiries should be made as will show how far the rules and regu- 
lations of the school committee are observed, as to teachers, books, the 
cleanliness and preservation of the school-house, the manners of the 
pupils, &c. 

Great care should be taken not to wound unnecessarily the feelings of 
teacher or pupils, and commendation should be bestowed wherever it is 
deserved. 

19. Selecting Books. The schools have heretofore suffered much from 
the great variety of books used. It has rendered classification impos- 
sible, and whenever a scholar has changed his district or his school, a 
new set of books was to be purchased. Uniformity should be established 
in the schools of a town atleast. And by proper management, by procuring 
some person in the town or county to act as agent, a great saving in ex- 
pense to the parents canbe effected. In regard to the selection, the com- 
mittee are entitled to the advice of the Commissioner and the benefit of his 
experience ; and it is expected that they in turn will co-operate with him 
in such measures as he may recommend or adopt to secure a uniformity 
of books in the State. 

But no rule which a committee may adopt as to the books to be used, 
should be so framed or construed, as to prevent a teacher from using ex- 
planations or illustrations to be found in other books upon any particular 
subject. In arithmetic and algebra it will be a profitable exercise for the 
teacher to give the pupils occasionally for solution, questions and problems 
from other books besides the prescribed ones. 

No book should be introduced into any public school by the committee, 
containing any passage or matter reflecting in the least degree upon any 
religious sect, or which any religious sect would be likely to consider 
offensive. 

20. Rules and Regulations. ‘The school committee should prescribe 
a system of rules and regulations respecting the age, admission, attendance, 
classification, studies, discipline and instruction of pupils, in all the schools ; 
the examination and duties of teachers ; the kinds of books to be used, 





chool Committees. 251 


&e. Useful hints in framing such rules may be derived from the “ Reg- 
ulations” of the Providence schools, appended to the Report ofthe School 
Commissioner for 1845, p. 240, and from the specimens of such rules, 
which will be found among the Forms, 39. 

The age for admission should be uniform in all the districts of a town, 
as otherwise some districts may have the advantage over others in the ap- 
portionment of the public money. 

21. Apportioning Money. ‘The committee, having ascertained what they 
can depend upon from the state treasury, the town and the registry act, will 
apportion it as soon as possible according to§ V.% 11. But they are 
not authorized to pay out or give an order to any district which has not 
complied with §f 12, of § V. forthe year preceding. ‘The law makes 
a district's complying with the provisions of § V. 4 12, for one year, a 
pre-requisite to its receiving any money the next year. [As to the pres- 
ent year, however, see paragraph 7 of the Commissioner's circular, dated 
June 30, 1846, and act of Oct., 1846, § [X.] 

As to apportioning money to a joint district, see R. 14, and aet of Oct., 
1846, § 12. 

It will in all cases be desirable, and the safest course for the commit- 
tee, to let the school money remain in the town treasury, (at interest, if 
possible) until the schools are kept, and not to give orders for it any faster 
than they are satisfied it is actually expended. It may then be paid to 
the teacher or his order, on his producing or sending a bill certified or 
allowed by the trustee, if there be any trustees, or otherwise at the dis- 
cretion of the committee. 

The committee will find it greatly to their convenience to keep a sepa- 
rate book for accounts. In this book a separate account might be opened 
with each school or school district, in which the district should be from 
time to time credited with the money apportioned to them, and then charged 
with the orders which have been given to them. 

Another separate account may be so kept, by listing -all the sums of 
money appropriated tg schools on one side, and all orders given on the 
other, as to show at any time the balance under the committee’s control. 

22. Reports. By § XIV. 4 7, trustees are to report to the school com- 
mittee, at such time and in such form as the committee or Commissioner 
may prescribe. ‘These returns must be made in season to enable the 
committee to digest them, and prepare a report to the Commissioner by 
July Ist; § V. § 13, for which reports the Commissioner will furnish forms. 
The committee are, also, at the annual town meeting, to make a written 
or printed report to the town, of all their doings, the condition of the 
schools, plans for their improvement, &c. 

23. The committee must aid in organizing districts by giving the notice 
for the first meeting, to be signed by the chairman of the committee. (See 
$V. 1.) Ifthere be aschool-house, the meeting must be there ; other- 
wise the committee must fix the place. See the form for the notice, [F, 11,] 
and § XII. of the law. 

24. Any district when met, may, by § XVI., vote to devolve upon the 
committee, with their consent, the whole management of their schools ; 
and in that case the committee can exercise in that district all the powers 
which the district itself might exercise, may keep the school, have the 
custody of the school-house, fix the rates of tuition, &c. 

25. By Actof June, 1846, § III, if any district neglect to organize, or 
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if organized, shall forthe space of six months neglect or refuse to estab. 
lish a school, the committee may, either by themselves or their agent, 
employ and pay a teacher for the district. 

26. Allorders, notices, and all public official papers, must be signed by 
the chairman. It will be well to recollect this provision of the law, to pre- 
vent mistakes. School Act, § V, 4 1. 

27. Gradation of Schools. The school committee can promote a grada- 
tion of schools, or a separation of the younger and the older scholars, and 
the primary and advanced studies into distinct schools or departments 

Whenever the schools of a town are managed independent of districts, 
a sufficient number of schools of different grades can be established by th: 
committee, at convenient locations, varying in the studies pursued accord- 
ing to the circumstances of the population. See § 1V./7 1. 

And in towns which are divided into districts, there are many villages 
and thickly settled districts, where a gradation of schools can be introduced. 
By separating the small children from the older scholars, the instruction 
of both can be carried on to greater advantage, and with a great economy 
of time and expense. By putting the small children under the care of a 
female teacher, they can have more of the teacher’s time devoted to them, 
and will learn with a rapidity surprising to those who have not seen the 
effects of it. This enables the teacher of the large scholars to devote 
his whole attention to their improvement. 

By act of June 1847, where there is a gradation of schools, a district 
may increase the rate of tuition to $2. 

They may recommend the union of two or more adjacent districts, for 
the purpose of establishing a secondary or grammar school for the older 
and more advanced pupils of each district. ‘This can be done to advan- 
tage in almost every town. See § XVIII. : 

28. Records. At the beginning of the year the committee should have 
a warrant or certificate of their election from the town clerk, (See Form 1,) 
which it would be well to have made upon the record book itself, as loose pa- 
pers are often lost. ‘Then let the certificate of engagement follow in order. 

The clerk should record any motion negatived, as well as those adopted, 
as parties may be interested, and have a right to appeal, in many cases, 
from a negative vote as well as from an affirmative one. 

When it can be conveniently done, the minutes of the proceedings, as 
drawn out by the clerk, should be read in open meeting, or at the next 
meeting, for correction, if necessary. Misunderstandings may thus be 
prevented. 

The clerk should always record the names of the members of the com- 
mittee present at any meeting. He should also keep copies of all ab- 
stracts, and of all reports made to the Commissioner, so that the committee 
may have them for future reference and comparison. 


TRUSTEES. 


29. Trustees may be annually appointed by the districts. If a vacancy 
happens after the annual meeting, the school committee can supply it. 
By act of Oct. 1846, § 4, all trustees hold office until their successors are 
qualified. 

Trustees, on being appointed, should send to the Commissioner infor- 
mation of their appointment, with the name of their post-office, that he 
may know how to address any communication to them. 
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30. If there are three trustees, a majority can act. ‘“ Wherea body or 
poard of officers is constituted by law to perform a trust for the public, or to 
execute a power or perform a duty prescribed by law, it is not necessary that 
all should concur in the act done. ‘The act of the majority is the act of 
the body. And where all have due notice of the time and place of meet- 
ing, in the manner prescribed by law, if so prescribed,—or by the rules 
and regulations of the body itself, if there be any—otherwise if reasonable 
notice is given, and no practice or unfair means are used to prevent all from 
attending and participating in the proceeding, it is no objection that all the 
members do not attend, if there be a quorum.” 21 Pick. Rep. 82. 

31. The trustees must employ the teacher by § XIV. 9/3. The fifth 
paragraph of § XII. which was inconsistent with this is repealed by 
§ 14, of the Act of October, 1846. 

In employing a teacher or assistant teacher, trustees should be cautious 
to employ no one who has not a legal certificate, and not to employ one 
after notice that his certificate is annulled, as in such a case, the trustees 
might be held personally liable for the teacher’s wages. (See the form.) 
The trustees should see that the teacher keeps a proper register of attend- 
ance, in order that his district may receive its due portion of school-money 
next year ; and when the school is over, this register should be deposited 
with the trustees, or in the office of the clerk of the district. ‘They should 
require the teacher to furnish them with such items of information as are 
necessary to make out their annual report to the town committee, which 
report should be made about the first of May, or sooner if the school is 
out, or at such time as the committee shall fix. Forms for these reports 
will be furnished tothe districts, and can be obtained from the committee 
or from the town clerk’s office. 

If trustees appropriate any of the public money to pay a teacher not 
legally examined, they are liable to a penalty under § XXV. 

The school must be kept four months in order to obtain the money for 
the next year. 

If any scholars can more conveniently attend school in an adjoining dis- 
trict, trustees are authorized by § XXIV, to make a bargain for that pur- 
pose. They should also take care that the school is kept in a house which 
will not be disapproved of by the committee of the town. § V, 1 12. 

32. Trustees should regard the visiting of the schools as one of the most 
important of their duties, and which should by no means be neglected. 
For some account of the subjects they should inquire into, whenever they 
visit a school, see R. 18. 

33. When a district is organized and has trustees, they are to notify the 
annual and special district meetings. See the Forms and § XII, of the 


Law, and if there be no district school-house, they are to fix the place of 
meeting. 


34. ‘Trustees should encourage meetings of teachers in their neighborhood, 


for mutual improvement. And if any teacher neglects or refuses to attend 


a teacher’s institute, when organized under proper auspices, and when he 
conveniently can, it should be regarded as a sign of unfitness for the place. 
No one is so well qualified, as not to be able to learn from his fellows 
many useful hints as to methods of teaching, books, &c., and no one should 
be unwilling or too proud to learn. 

35. Trustees should see that an inventory of all the maps, books and other 
property belonging to the district, is made from time to time, and preserved 
among the papers of the district. 
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They should also keep a regular account of all moneys they may receive 
from assessments or other sources. 

36. A trustee should recollect that in order to obtain from the school-com. 
mitiee any order for money, they must have made a proper return from 
their district for the year ending on the first of May previous, and must 
also furnish to the committee a certificate that the “ teachers’ money” 
(i. e. the money which the district received from the town treasurer a as 
their part of the state appropriation) for the year ending the Ist of May 
previous, had been applied to the wages of teachers, and for no other 
purpose whatever. School Act, § V. 4 11 and 12. 

For further particulars, see the Forms and notes, and § XIV. of the law, 
and R. 41. 

DISTRICTS. 


37. Districts are declared to be bodies corporate. ‘They are to | 
numbered by the school committee, §X. As it was feared by some that 
the repealing clause of the new school law might be construed to do away 
with the old, and require a new division of districts, the Ist section of the 
act of June, 1846, was framed so as to recognize the old division, so that 
districts, single and joint, remain as they were before the passing of the 
law, until altered by the Committee. 

All district officers must, according to the Constitution, be electors. 

38. Meetings. As to notifying district meetings, see the Forms and § XII. 
of the Law. When met, the district must organize by choosing a moderator 
and clerk. ‘The moderator and clerk, when elected may, by Act of Oct. 
1846, § 1, administer the engagement to each other in open meeting, or 
if a justice or other officer is present, may be engaged by him, and the 
clerk’s record will be presumptive evidence of the facts. Every district 
meeting may chuvose its own moderator who will preside at the meeting 
and any adjournment of it. But the clerk is an annual officer. ‘They may 
then vote to devolve the care of their school on the school committee, 
(see Form,) or may appoint a trustee or trustees to manage it. A collector 
and treasurer may be appointed at the annual or at any special meeting 
when a tax is ordered ; but it would be better to appoint a treasurer at 
the annual meeting regularly. See F. 14, 15. 

By Act of January, 1847, the Moderator need not be engaged. 

If the Moderator refuses to put questions to vote, or he or any other 
district officer violates the law, they are liable to pay a fine, by Act of 
October, 1846, § 10. 

‘The annual district meeting is to be in April or May, but special mect- 
ings may be called by the trustees at any time. 

By act of Oct. 1846, § 3, inhabitants of districts may be witnesses in 
all cases, and so may prove (if disputed) the legality of the notice and 
meeting. 

39. Vacancies in the office of trustee must be filled by the school com- 
mittee. Vacancies in other offices can be filled at any regular or special 
meetings. Vacancies may sometimes happen from a refusal to serve, or 
from a Tesignation. The latter need not be in writing. 

A person resigning should give information of it to the officer or persons 
who have power by law to fill the vacancy. 

40. At all district meetings a reasonable time should be allowed for the 
people to assemble. And if in the course of proceeding, any legal vote is 
rejected, or any illegal vote received by the moderator, by which the result 
is affected, an appeul may be taken to the Commissioner for redress. 
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41. Districts may fix a rate of tuition to be paid by the parents towards 
the support of the school, (provided said rate be approved by the school com- 
mittee.) But no scholar can be excluded from the school on account of 
the inability of his parent to pay the rate. 

Or the district may authorize the trustees to fix the rate or assessment. 
And either district or trustees must exempt such as they consider unable 
to pay the assessment. And to guard against any abuse of this power, if 
a person is assessed for a rate who is unable to pay, he may apply to any 
Justice of the Peace and be discharged on taking the poor debtor’s oath, 
without waiting to be committed to jail. See Act of October, 1846, § 5 
and 6 and 7. A liberal discretion should be used in exempting poor pa- 
rents from the rate few will claim an exemption in such a case unless 
there is a real inability. 

42. Quorum of District Meetings. It has been repeatedly decided in the 
courts of England and this country, that at common law where there is 
no statute provision, when a meeting of a corporation, consisting of an 
indefinite number of persons (as towns, districts, &c.) is properly notified, 
no particular number is requisite to form a quorum, but a majority of those 
present may act. 

To require a majority of the voters of a district, would in many cases 
prevent the doing of any business at all. And to fix any particular num- 
ber would be difficult, because there are some districts where this num- 
ber would be more than the whole number of voters. ‘The law has there- 
fore required the notice of the meeting to be given with great particularity, 
and then presumes that every voter who does not attend, assents to what 
is done by those present. 

At the same time, it will not be advisable to proceed in any matter of 
importance, such as laying a tax, &c., unless a respectable number of voters 
attend. 

43. Residence to vote. If the person be entitled to vote in town meeting, 
and be an actual resident of the district, no particular length of residence 
in the district is necessary to qualify him. 

44. Reconsideration. A district may reconsider and rescind any vote at 
any time before any contract has been made under it. But after a contract 
has been made, or an individual has incurred any expense or liabilities in 
consequence of a vote of the district, they cannot with justice rescind it. 
And if rescinded, they will be held liable to make good all damages and 
losses incurred. 

45. Debts, &c. due from district, how recovered. By the decisions which 
have been made in several of the states, as to towns, parishes, school dis- 
tricts, and other corporations, which generally have no corporate funds, 
the individual members and inhabitants are personally liable, and an execu- 
tion against the corporation can be levied on the property of any inhab- 
itant. 

46. Taxation. The districts have power to purchase, hire and repair 
school-houses, provide blackboards, maps, furniture, a clock or timepiece, 
a school library, bell, record and account books, mats, scrapers, water- 
pails, and other necessary and useful appendages. ‘The law gives them 
a general power to tax for school purpuses. ‘They may tax to pay rent 
of a hired house. ‘They may also tax to repair a hired house, provided 
they have a valid lease of it for a definite period. And to guard against 
any abuse of this power, the tax must be approved by the school com- 
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mittee, and the plans for building and repairs must also be approved by 
the committee or Commissioner. And in all cases of laying taxes, jt 
would be better to specify the precise amount, or the precise rate of the tay. 

Fuel and tuition (over and above what is received from the town and 
state money) may be raised either by a tax on the property of the district 
or by an assessment on the parents of the scholars. See § XIII, {| 6. Act 
of Oct. 1846, § 6, and R. 41. But an assessment for this purpose must 
be authorized by the district. 

In building school-houses by taxation, districts will take notice that the 
act about building school-houses in the Digest, page 539, is repealed by 
the new law, and that all proceedings must be under the Act of June, 1845. 

See the Forms and notes, especially note to F. 20. 

47. Use of School-house for other purposes. A school-house built or 
bought by taxation, on the property of the district, should not be used for 
any other purpose than keeping a school, or for purposes directly con- 
nected with education, except by the general consent of the tax-paying 
voters. ‘The law gives the district the power of raising money by tax for 
no other purposes. ‘To construe it otherwise, would be indirectly to give 
to the majority of a district the power to erect a meeting-house for them- 
selves, and to tax those of a different persuasion, who constituted the mi- 
nority, to help them build it. But where a school-house is given to the 
district or built by subscription, its use will of course depend upon the terms 
of the donation or subscription. 

A district cannot vote to dissolve itself. Such a vote will be wholly 
null and void. 

JOINT DISTRICTS. 


48. As to mode of uniting two contiguous districts in adjoining towns, see 


L. § XIX, and F. After they are organized, the trustees will notify the 
subsequent meetings, according to the provisions of § XII. They are 
considered for many purposes as one district, elect the same officers as if 
they were only one district, and may prescribe the manner of giving notice 
of future meetings. See § XIX. and R. 14, and Act of June 1846, §1. . 


DISTRICT CLERK. 

49. The district clerk should be engaged, (see Forms, 5,) and should 
have his engagement certified by the proper officer upon the record book 
of the district, as then it will not be liable to be lost. 

By act of January, 1847, the clerk, when engaged, may engage all 
other district officers. 

He should make himself thoroughly acquainted with all the provisions 
of the law relating to district meetings, notices, &c., as upon his proceed- 
ings and proper management their legality will in many cases depend. See 
R. 38, and F. 14, 15, &c. 

When a trustee or a tréasurer is elected, the clerk should make out and 
sign and seal a warrant or certificate of his election, upon which he 
may be engaged. Wee Forms, 4 and 5. 

The clerk should, at the request of any person interested, record a mo- 
tion which is negatived, as well as a motion passed, as in many cases 4 
person may be entitled to an appeal. 

In the record of every meeting, it would be well for the clerk to state 
how the meeting was notified, and when and by whom the notices were 
posted up. In many cases, at some distance of time, it might be important 
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to know how the meeting was notified, and the evidence of it should not 
be left to depend upon mere recollecfion. By Actof October, 1846, § 2 
and 3, the record of the clerk is made prima facie evidence that the meet- 
ing was legally notified, and inhabitants of the district can be admitted to 
prove the notice. But it would be easy and best to preserve one of the 
original notices themselves, especially when a tax is to be voted. 

It would be well also for the clerk, at the close of every meeting, to 
read aloud the minutes he has made of the proceedings, so that any mis- 
take may be corrected at the time. 


DISTRICT TREASURER. 

50. The district treasurer should have a certificate or warrant, be en- 
gaged, and give bond. His duties are very simple ; to keep the district's 
money, if they have any, pay it out to order, and keep proper accounts 
of it, and exhibit them to the trustees or district when required. In case 
of collecting a tax, he must issue the warrant to the collector. See 
Forms, 22, 23, 24. 


DISTRICT COLLECTOR. 
51. See the Forms for collecting taxes and notes, to F. 20, and R. 46. 


TEACHERS 

52. Every teacher is required (§ XXI,) to keepa register of all the 
scholars attending, their names, ages, names of parents or guardians, the 
time when they enter and leave school, and their daily attendance and the 
dates when the school is visited by the commissioner, county inspector, 


committee or trustees. Forms for these fegisters will be prepared by the 
Commissioner, (§ [II]. % 3, and act of June 1846,§1V.) He must also 
furnish the trustees or district with such infermation as may be necessary 
to make the returns required by the school committee. 

The teacher should inform the committee of the time of commencing 
and closing his school, in order that they may know when to visit it. 

53. It is important that the register be correctly kept, and the average 
rightly calculated, as upon that depends the amount of money the district 
will receive next year. 

To ascertain the average, place the number of those who have attended 
each half day in a column under each other successively, add together, 
and divide the sum by the number of half days the school has been kept. 
The result will be the average to be reported. In case the school is 
kept longer than the four months required by law, the committee must use 
their discretion in fixing a rule for calculating the average. It should be 
uniform in each town. Where a summer term and a winter term are kept, 
and a different set of scholars attend each term, the following will probably 
answer. Calculate the average for the first term of four months, as before 
stated. Then for the other term take the names of all those who did not 
attend the other term, calculate the average of their attendance and add it 
to the first. 

A uniform rule should be adopted as to scholars belonging to one dis- 
trict who attend school in another. 

54. The teacher should conform to all regulations of the school commit- 
tee, in regard to hours, discipline, books, &c., as for any violation of them 
his Certificate may be annulled, or he may be dismissed. He may, (if the 

3 
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school committee by regulation authorize it,) suspend a scholar tempor 
rily, until a hearing can be had before the committee, in which case, h 
should immediately notify the committee. (See § V. J 8.) 

The teacher should assist the trustees by all the means in his power, 
in making proper reports, as upon the accuracy and fullness of these 
reports may depend the success or failure of many provisions of the law, 
as well as the wisdom of future alterations of it. : 

If the teacher has a proper sense of the importance of his positign, and 
conducts himself accordingly, he will secure to himself the affection and 
respect of the people of his district, by exerting his utmost powers to pro- 
mote the moral and intellectual advancement, not only of his scholars, but 
of the community around him. The moral influence he may exert by his 
example and instructions, can hardly be estimated. And he may, by en- 
couraging lectures and literary meetings, aid in diffusing muc: useful 
information. 

55. In regard to the use of the Bible in schools, two observations occur 
here. If the committee prescribe, or the teacher wishes to have the Bible 
read in school, it should not be forced upon any children whose parents 
have any objections whatever to its use. In most cases the teacher will 
have no difficulty with the parents on this subject, if he conducts with 
proper kindness and courtesy. In the next place, ro scholars should be 
set to read in the Bible at school, until they have learned to read with 
tolerable fluency. ‘To use it as a text book for the younger scholars, often 
has the effect of leading them to look upon it with the saine sort of careless 
disregard, and sometimes dislike, with which they regard their other 
school books, instead of that respect and veneration with which this 
Book of books should always be freated and spoken of. 

56. There is another object, in the attainment of which teachers may 
materially aid. In almost every school there will be pupils studying sur- 
veying. By encouraging these to survey the limits of the district, he may 
not only give his scholars most valuable lessons in the practice of the art, 
but by overseeing and ascertaining its correctness, may aid in procuring 
a good map of the town and the state, now so much needed. These 
maps might be drawn on a scale of rods to an inch, and represent 
the rivers, roads, principal buildings and farms, and any remarkable mon- 
uments and natural features of the district. Copies could be sent to the 
school committee, who might put them together, and thus obtain a correct 
map of their township. 

57. That the teacher may know that the law has amply provided for the 
protection of his school against all who may be disposed to disturb it, we 
publish here the provision of the law. “ Every person who shall be con- 
victed of willfully interrupting or disturbing any town or ward meeting, 
any assembly of people met for religious worship, or any public or private 
school, or any meeting lawfully and peaceably held for purposes of literary 
or scientific improvement, either within or without the place where such 
meeting or school is held, shall be imprisoned not exceeding one year, or 
fined not exceeding five hundred dollars.” Digest, p. 395, § 93. 


A complaint under this act may be made to the attorney general, or any 
justice of the peace. 
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APPEALS. 


58. ‘The law has wisely provided a cheap and efficient mode of set- 
tling all disputes arising under the school law. It was intended to save 
to districts and individuals the expense and trouble of a long suit in court. 
Any person aggrieved at any decision of any district, school committee, 
trustees, or county inspector, “or concerning any other matter arising 
und_r this act,” may appeal to the Commissioner of Public Schools, who 
will notify and hear the parties without cost, and his decision, when ap- 
proved by a Judge of the Supreme Court, is to be final. See the Forms, 33. 

All appeals, however, should be taken within a reasonable time, and 
before any contract is made, or liability incurred, under the vote or act 
appealed from. If the appeal is not made within such a reasonable time, 
that circumstance alone will be a sufficient reason for dismissing it. And 
no appeal will be entertained unless made by the party aggrieved. 


REPEAL. : 


59. The twenty-eighth section repeals all the general school acts, 
including the act relating to building school-houses, contained in the 
Digest, page 529, and all acts authorizing particular towns and districts 
to build school-houses, and perform other duties relating to schools. Only 
the local acts relating to Providence and Newport are excepted. 

But as it was thought by some that this sweeping clause abolished the 
old school districts, § 1 of the act of June, 1846, was passed to remove 
the doubt, and all limits of school districts established by the towns, 
school committees (or, as was sometimes done, by the General Assembly 
on petition) are to remain as before the passage of the law, until legally 
altered. 


DEAF, DUMB, AND BLIND. 


60. By an act of Assembly, passed January, A. D. 1845, (Pamphlet 
Laws, page 616,) the sum of fifteen hundred dollars is to be annually ap- 
propriated for the education of the deaf, dumb and blind, and the Hon. By- 
ron Diman was appointed Commissioner for its distribution. As. there 
are a number of these in every town in the State, the school committees, 
and friends of education and humanity, should look them up and see that 
they receive their proper share of the appropriation. See the Act at 
length. 











FORMS. 


Te _ 


Tuese Forms have been drawn out in order to assist those who may be 


disposed to undertake any office or duty under the school laws, to save 
them expense and trouble, and to bring about a uniformity of practice as 
far as can be done. ‘These forms are not prescribed by law, but are be- 


lieved to conform substantially to the law, and to be safe precedents. 


1. Warrant, or Certificate of Election of Committee. 


To of greeting : 
This certifies that you, the said were at a 
town meeting, holden in, and for the town of on the 

day of A. D. 184 __ being the annual ‘meeting 
of said town for choice of town officers, chosen to the office of school com- 
mittee of said town, and are by virtue of said appointment fully authorized 
and empowered to discharge all the duties of said office, and to exercise 


all the powers thereto belonging, according to law, being first duly engaged 
as the law directs. 


Witness my hand and the seal of said town hereto affixed by 
me, this day of A. D. 18 


Town Clerk. 


Nore.—If not chosen at the annual town meeting, but at some other meetin 
previously appointed by the town, vary the phraseology accordingly. See $ IV. 
14. It will be advisable, although perhaps not absolutely necessary, for a commit- 


tee to have a certificate of their election similar to the above, either one for each 
member or one for all collectively. 





2. Engagement of School Committee. 


You do solemnly swear [or affirm] that 
you will be true and faithful unto this State, and support the laws and con- 
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stitution thereof, and the Constitution of the United States ; and that you 
will well and truly execute the office of school committee of the town of 

for the ensuing year, or until another be engaged 
in your room, or until you be legally discharged therefrom: so help you 
God: [or, this affirmation you make and give upon peril of the penalty of 
perjury.) Digest, page 305. 





3. Form of Certificate of above engagement. 


Town of A. D.18 
Before the subscriber, personally appeared 


elected school committee of said town, and took the oath [or affirmation] for 
said office in the form required by the 22d section of “ An Act in relation 
to the Election and Duties of Town Officers,” contained in the Digest of 
Laws of the State, Page 305. 

A. B., Justice Peace, or Notary Public, as the case may be. 


Nore.—As to who may administer the oath, see the School Law, note to § V. 
The certificate may be made upon the back of the warrant if any, or upon a sepa- 
rate paper. It may be advisable also to have the engagement certified in the 
Record Book of the School Committee, as it may be important to preserve the 
evidence of their being qualified to act, and loose papers are more liable to be 
mislaid or lost. 

Since the above was printed, by Act of October, 1846, all engagements may also 
be taken before any judge, senator, or town clerk. 





4. Warrant or Certificate of Election of Trustees. 
To of greeting : 
This is to certify that you the said were 
at a meeting of the legal voters of School District No. of the town of 
legally notified and held and conducted according to 
law, at in said district, on the day of 
A. D.18 _ , chosen to the office of Trustee [or Trustees] of said district, 
according to the provisions of the several acts relating to public schools, 
and are by virtue of said appointment, being first duly engaged, fully 
authorized to discharge all the duties, and exercise all the powers, of said 
office according to law. 


Witness my hand, and the seal of said district, this 
day of A. D. 18 


eh 
SS) 


Clerk of said District. 
Norte.—This form will answer also for the Treasurer and Collector. 
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5. Form of Certificate of engagement of Trustees, Clerks, Treasurers, 
Collectors, §c., of Districts. 


Before the subscriber, personally appeared A. B., and took a solemn 
(oath) by me administered in the following form: “ You A. B. do solemnly 
swear (or affirm) that you will be true and faithful unto the State of Rhode 
Island and Providence Plantations, and support the laws and constitu- 
tion thereof, and the constitution of the United States, and that you will 
well and truly execute the office of for the ensuing year, or 


until another be engaged in your room, or until you, be legally discharged 
therefrom: so help you God: (or this affirmation you make and give upon 
peril of the penalty of perjury. ) 

Before me C. D., 


Justice of the Peace or Notary Public. 


Nore.—A Trustee can be engaged before the chairman or clerk of the school 
committee. But a clerk of district, treasurer or collector, must be engaged before 
ajustice or notary, or by Act of October, 1846, any of these officers may be engaged 
before a senator, judge or town clerk, and by Act of June, 1847, the clerk of the 
district, when engaged, may engage all the other district officers. 

By Act of October, 1846, § 1, the moderator and clerk may engage each other in 
open meeting, and the clerk’s record will be evidence of it. 

No form of oath is prescribed for the clerk, treasurer, or collector, but as their 
duties (§ XTIT. © 8,) are the same as those of the éown officers, they must take the 
same oath, of which we have given the form above. See Digest, 305. 





6. Certificate to a Teacher, from a Committee. ' 

The School Committee of the town of hereby 
certify that A. B. of is qualified to teach in the 
public schools in said town, according to the provisions of the acts rela- 
ting to public schools. This certificate to be valid within said town for 
one year from the date thereof, unless previously annulled by the school 
committee or some superior authority. 

Date. In behalf of the School Committee of said town. 





Chairman. 
7. Certificate from an Inspector. 


I, A. B., County Inspector for the county of under the 
provisions of the act relating to public schools, hereby certify that C. D. 
of is qualified to teach in the public schools of said 
county, according to the provisions of saidact. This certificate to be 
valid in and throughout said county, for the space of two years from the 
date thereof, and if signed by the Commissioner of Public Schools, to be 
ivalid throughout the State for three years, unless sooner annulled accord- 
ng to law. A. B. 


Date County Inspector. 
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8. Form for annulling a Certificate. 

To the Trustees of School Districts in the town of 
and all others it may concern. 

Whereas the School Committee of this town did on the day of 

A.D. 18 __ issue to of 
a certificate of qualification as a teacher in the public schools: Now 
know ye, that upon further examination, investigation and trial, the said 
has been found deficient and unqualified (or the 

said 4 has refused to conform to the regulations made 
by the Committee, as the case may be,) and we do therefore, by the author. 
ity given us by law, declare the said certificate to be annulled and void 
from this date, of which all persons whose duty it is to employ teachers o/ 
public schools, are hereby requested to take notice. 

By order and in behalf of the School Committee of the town of 

Date. Chairman. 


Nore.—If a complaint is made against a teacher, it will in most cases be proper 
for him to be notified before a decision on his case. And notice of the annul- 
ling should be immediately given to the Trustees of the District, and generally, 
in order to prevent his being again employed. See R. 17. 





9. Memorandum of a Contract with a Teacher. 


This agreement, made this day of A. D. 18 
between A. B. &c. [trustee, school committee or agent appointed by the 
school committee, as the case may be,) of on the one 
part, and X. Y. of on the other part, witnesses that the 
said X.Y. hereby agrees to teach, for the compensation herein mentioned, 
2 district school in and for said district, [at specify 
the building if desired] for the term of months [or weeks] com- 
mencing and ending and the 
said X. Y. further engages to exert the utmost of his ability in conducting 
said school, and improving the education and morals of the scholars, to 
keep such registers and make such returns to the trustees and to the school 
committee as may be required of him, and in all respects to conform to all 
such regulations for the government of said school as may be made by the 


school committee of said town, and to the provisions of the laws regula- 


ting pudlic schools. And in case the certificate of qualification of said 
X. Y. should be annulled, or if he shall not keep the register and make 
return, as aforesaid, or should violate such regulations as aforesaid, 
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this agreement from thenceforth shall be of no effect. And the said 
{committee, trustee or agent,] agree to pay the said X. Y. therefor at the 
rate of per month [or per week,] to be paid at the end of each 
month for the term] out of the school money by law apportioned to said 
district, and the legal assessments which may be made, and in no event out 
of the private property of the contractor. And it is further agreed that 


or agent.] 

Witness our hands and seals hereto the day first above 
mentioned. 

Sealed and executed in presence of 





10. Vote of School Committee to fill a vacancy in the office of Committee or 
Trustee. 

Voted, that in pursuance of the authority given by law to the school com- 
mittee, A. B. oe ana ne is nereby appointed a member of this school com- 
mittee [or trustee or one of the trustees of School District No. as the 
case may be} in the place of late deceased [or who has 
resigned, as the case may be.] 





11. Notice of the first meeting of a District. 

Notice is hereby given that there will be a meeting of the legal voters 
of School District No. in the town of at the 
school house in said district, [if no school-house, then the school committee 
must appoint the place} at o’clock in the noon on 
the day of A. D. 184 _, for the purpose of 


organizing said district, of electing officers for said district for the ensuing 


year, or for the purpose of considering the expediency of building [or 
repairing] the school house in said district, and laying a tax on the ratea- 
ble property of the district therefer, [as the case may be] and of transacting 
any other business which may lawfully come before said meeting. 

By order and in behalf of the School Committee of said town. 


Date. Chairman. 


Norr.—See the provisions of the law as to notice. As to where the notice 
shall be posted up, see the law. All notices must be put up five days. And care 
_ be taken to preserve evidence that the meeting was properly notified. See 
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12. Notice of Annual District Meeting. 


Notice is hereby given to the legal voters of School District No. 


of the town of that the annual meeting of said districr, 


for the choice of officers and the transaction of any other business which 
may lawfully come before said meeting, will be held on 


the day of A.D. 18 at o’clock 


in the noon, at the district school-house, (if no school-house, the 


trustee or trustees must appoint a place.) Trustee 


or 

Trustees, 

PP prin Fan special meeting may be called by like form, except that the object of 
8 


ial meetings must be stated. All notices must be posted up five days. As 
to where posted, see law. See R. 49. 


Date. 





13. Application to Trustees for a Special Meeting. 


To A. B. &c. Trustee or Trustees of School District No. 
The subscribers respectfully request that you would call a meeting of the 
legal voters of School District No. as soon as the legal notice 


therefor can conveniently be given, for the purpose of fixing the rate of 


tuition to be paid by the parents, guardians or employers of children 
attending school—of taking measures to establish a school, library—of 
considering the propriety of building, repairing or removing a district 
school-house—or of raising money by tax on the rateable estates of the 
district for the purpose of, &c. [as the case may be.] 

Date. To be signed by at least five persons qualified to 


vote on the questions to come before the meeting. 





14. Commencement of District Records. 


For first meeting. At a meeting of the legal voters of School District 
No. of the town of called by the school committee of 
said town, and notified according to law,—fhere in some cases it may be 
advisable to state particularly how the notice was given|—and held accord- 
ing to notice at the district school-house, on the day of 
A. D. 18 at o’clock in the noon. 

For annual meeting. At the annual meeting of the legal voters of 
School District No. of the town of notified by 
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the trustees of said district according to law—{in some cases specify as 
above] and held according to notice at the district school house [or if there 
be none, say at being the place appointed by the trustees] 
on the day of A. D. 18 at o'clock in 
the noon. 

For special meeting. Ata meeting of the legal voters of School Dis- 
trict No. of the town of held (in pursuance of an appli- 
cation to the trustees) at on and which 
meeting was duly notified by the trustees as the law requires. 

For adjourned meeting. At a meeting of the legal voters of School 
District No. of the town of held according to 
adjournment at on 





15. Form for choosing Officers, &c. 


The following named persons were chosen to the offices set against 
their respective names, viz. 

A. B., Moderator, 
C. D., Clerk, &c. 

Or instead of above, say, 

Voted, that A. B. be appointed Moderator of this meeting. 

Voted, that C. D. be appointed Clerk, [or Trustee, Treasurer, &c.) of this 
district [in place of O. P. resigned, &c. if such be the case,] to hold his office 
until the next annual meeting, and until his successor is qualified to act. 

The clerk then, in presence of the meeting, took the oath in the form 
prescribed in section 22 of an act in relation to the election and duties of 
town officers, administered by E. F., Esq. Justice of the Peace, [or Public 
Notary, Moderator, Senator, Judge, or Town Clerk.] See Form 5. 

It was moved by A. B. and seconded by C. D. that and 
after discussion, the question was put and the motion was rejected, or 
adopted. 

Voted, that the Trustee [or Trustees] of this district be authorized to fix 
such a rate of tuition or assessment, for the purpose of supporting the 
public school in this district, the ensuing year, as they may deem necessa- 
ry, subject to the conditions of § XIII. { 6 of the School Law. (See Act 
of October, 1846, § 6 & R. 41.] 


Note. The engagement of the Moderator should also be certified as above. 

e can be en ed before either of the above named officers or by the Clerk. 
See Act of October, 1846,$1. But by Act of January, 1847, the Moderator 
need not be engaged. 
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16. Vote of a District prescribing mode of notifying Meetings. 

Whereas each school district has by law the power to prescribe the 
manner of notifying all future district meetings, voted, that hereafter all suc 
meetings shall be notified by posting up the notices signed by the proper 
officers and for the time specified by law, at the following places within 
this district, viz., on the sign-post of the tavern now occupied by A. B., on 
the door of the school-house, court-house, gristmill, or in some conspicuous 
place in the shop or store now kept by A. B. &c., [as the district may d. 
eide.} 

Nore. Experience shows that notices put up in the inside of a house, in a bar. 
room, shop, &c. are very seldom attended to, especially if they be in writing, no 
printed. A sign-post, a large tree close by the travelled part of the road, the rail- 
ing of a bridge, the outside of a door, &c. are the places where they would be 
most likely to be seen. In some cases where there is a mill, store, &c. out of 
the district to which the people of the district often resort, it would be well w 
put up a notice there in addition to the notices within the district. 


_ But the power to prescribe the mode of notice does not authorize a district to 
dispense with notice, or to prescribe a less number of days than five. 





17. Vote of District to devolve care of School on School Commitiee. 
Voted, (if the School Committee of this town consent thereto and ac- 
cept thereof ) that all the powers and duties of this district, and the trustees 


thereof, relating to keeping public schools in this district, be, and they are 
hereby devolved on said school committee, until this district shall choose 
& new trustee or trustees, or shall otherwise legally direct. 


Nore. A cop 
attested by the clerk, should be furnished to the committee. 


of this vote, with a proper heading, “ At a meeting of, &c.” 





18. Vote of District to build School-house. 
Voted, that a school-house be erected at or upon 
the use of the public schools in this district, and that 


for 


be a committee to cause the same to be erected, the said committee first 
procuring the plans and specifications for the building to be approved by 
the Commissioner of Public Schools, or by the committee of the town, 
according to law, and that the said shall have full power, 
in the name and behalf of the district, to sign, seal and execute any con- 
tracts which may be necessary to carry out this vote, to superintend the 
execution of said contracts, and to do any other matter or thing which 
may be necessary to carry out this vote. 


Norg. The location, (unless before made,) must be made by the School Com- 
mittee. 
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19. Form of a Contract to build School-house. 


Articles of agreement made and executed on the 
A. D. 18 between A. B. of 
the one part, and School District No. of the town of 
County of State of on the other part. 

The said A. B. for himself, his heirs, executors and administrators, 
doth hereby covenant and agree with the School District and their assigns, 
that he, the said A. B., his heirs, executors and administrators, for the con- 
siderations herein expressed, shall and will, within the space of 
months from the date hereof, erect, build and completely cover over and 
finish, upon—[here describe the lot}—and upon such spot in said lot as said 
5 School District or their proper officers may direct, a house, out-buildings 
and fences, for the purpose of a district school-house and appendages, 
according to the plans, elevation and specifications more particularly ex- 
pressed in a schedule hereto attached and signed by said parties, and 
which is hereby made part and parcel of this agreement ; and also shall 
and will perform and execute all the works mentioned in the said sched- 
ule, and in the manner therein mentioned, and within the time aforesaid ; 
and also shall and will furnish and provide at his own charge, good and 
sufficient materials of the sorts and quality expressed in said schedule, and 
all such other materials as may be necessary for the erecting and fully 
completing the house, out-houses and fences aforesaid, according to the 
plans and specifications aforesaid. 

And it is further agreed between said parties, that if the said A. B., his 
heirs, executors or administrators, shall not within the space of time above- 
mentioned, finish and complete all said works as aforesaid, then said 
School District, or their agent, may go on and complete said works, at the 
cost and charge of the said A. B., his heirs, executors and administrators, 
and may deduct the same from the compensation herein agreed to be paid 
for said buildings and works; and the said A. B., his heirs, executors and 
administrators, shall also be liable for any other damages incurred by said 
district from said failure, and shall also be liable to said district for any 


damages incurred by any other unreasonable delay in completing the 
works aforesaid. 


And the said School District doth hereby covenant and agree with the 
said A. B., his heirs, executors, administrators and assigns, that upon the 
completion of said works as aforesaid, the said School District shall and 
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will pay to the said A. B:, his executors, administrators or assigns, on or 
before the day of A.D. 18 _ the sum of 

dollars, as full compensation for his services in building 
and completing said works. 

And it is further agreed, that if said School District or their agents 
shall direct any more work to be done upon or around said buildings thay 
is herein before agreed, the said district shall pay the expense thereof in 
addition to the compensation aforesaid. And if said district, or their 
agents, shall direct to omit or diminish any part of the work herein before 
agreed to be done and expressed in said schedule, then there shall be de- 
ducted from said compensation, a reasonable sum, according to the pro- 
portion said work omitted may bear to the work herein first agreed to be 
done. And said district, or their proper agents, shall have a right to direct 
any additions or omissions as aforesaid, and the party of the other part 
shall be bound to comply with and perform the said directions. 


[Clause to refer to arbitration.] 


And lastly, it is hereby agreed between the parties aforesaid, that if any 
dispute shall happen between the said district or its agents, and the said 
A. B., his heirs, executors, administrators or assigns, in relation to the 
buildings herein agreed to be erected, work to be done, the payment of 
the money, or concerning the value and expense of any work directed to 
be added or omitted as herein before-mentioned, or concerning any other 
matter or thing whatever relating to the construction of this agreement, or 
the amount of any damages claimed by either party under its provisions, 
or for any alleged violation thereof, then in such case such dispute shall, 
upon the demand of either party, be left to the award and determination 
of three indifferent persons, one to be appointed in writing by each of said 
parties immediately thereafter, and a third to be appointed in writing by 
the two persons so first named. And the said parties hereby covenant 
and agree with each other, that they will severally abide by, perform and 
keep the award and determination of the said three persons, or any two of 
them, touching said disputes, provided said award be made under the 
hands and seals of said arbitrators, or any two of them, within 
from the time of said reference. 


In testimony whereof, the said A. B. hath hereto set his hand and seal, 
and said District have hereto affixed their seal by the hands of 
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duly authorized for that purpose, who hath [or have] hereto also set their 
own hands. 
Sealed and delivered in presence of 


Names of Committee or Agents. 


Nore. If the District wishes a surety for the performance of the contract of 
A. B., itmmay be taken by a bond conditioned for the performance by A. B. of the 
covenants and agreements in an instrument dated—[and then briefly describe it.] 





20. Vote of District to Tax. 


At the annual meeting of the legal voters of School District No. 
of the town of held at 


according to a legal notice issued and signed by 
posted up at 


on 


and 
for the five days previous required by 
law—{or, at a special meeting of, &c. called by, &c.] 


Whereas, this district has voted to build a school-house in and for said 
district—{or to repair’ the district school-house,] Voted, that for the pur- 
pose of defraying the expense thereof, a tax of the sum of 

dollars be assessed upon, levied and collected from the rateable 
property in this district, in manner provided by law, the school committee 
of the town having approved of the amount of tax before mentioned for the 


purpose aforesaid, and that the assessment be made according to the esti- 


mate, apportionment and value affixed to said rateable property in the last 
assessment and tax bill made out by the town assessors—{or according to 
the estimate, apportionment and value which shall be affixed to said ratea- 
ble estates in the assessment and tax bill of this town which shall next be 
completed after the date of this vote.} 


Nore. Incase of laying a tax, it is important that the notice of the meeting 
should be legally given, and that evidence of the notice should be preserved. R. 49. 

All taxes must be voted and collected according to the present school act, all the 
former town and local acts being repealed. i 

On laying a tax, or on any question relating to the expenditure of money, those 
only are entitled to vote who shall within the year next preceding, have paid a tax 
assessed upon their property in said town, of the value of one hundred and thirty- 
2 dollars. See the School Law, § XII., 9 7, and the State Constitution, Art. 
192 

_If the district vote to have their tax assessed according to the /ast town valua- 
tion, the trustee or trustees ($ XIV., 1 6,) will{immediately proceed to make out the 
tax bill accordingly. If there are any complaints of wrong valuation, it would be 
well for the district to postpone the tax until the next town assessment is com- 
pleted, to give the parties an opportunity to be heard before the town assessors. 
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If any property within the district is assessed to any person ther with prop. 
erty out of the district, so that there is no separate valuation of that portion which 
may lie within the district lines, the trustees should apply in writing to one or more 
of the town assessors, living out of the district, stating the names of the parties so 
situated, (L.§ XV., 7 2,) and the assessor will immediately issue a notice as in the 
Digest, page 425, and at the expiration of the time proceed to decide and apportion the 
valuation. The assessor should certify the facts upon the tax bill when made out. 
As the assessor is called upon to act in these cases solely upon business of the dis- 
trict, his fees should be paid by the district. 

Persons must be nek te personal property according to their residence when 
the assessment is made. The general rule as to taxation is that personal property 
shall be taxed to the owner where he resides and real estate where itlies. A few 
exceptions from this rule made by Statute are hereafter referred to. 

If any property has changed owners since the last town valuation, it of course 
must be assessed to the actual owners at the time the school-tax bill is made out. 
This is the reasonable construction of the law. 

Ta assessing a tax, real and personal estate must be valued separately, and put 
in separate columns, and the assessors must distinguish tho:e who give in a list. 
Digest, page 427,$ 7. They may assess it either to the owner or occupant. Dj- 

est, page 42666. It should not be assessed against a pers:n deceased. If the 

ast town assessment is defective in any legal requisites, the district may vote to 
go by the next assessment, and in the mean time endeavor to have them remedied. 

Moetin -houses, school-houses, academies and colleges, the land on which they 
stand, and burial-grounds, are exempted from taxation. Digest, p. 431, § 27. 
Buildings on leased land are to be deemed real estate. p. 432,834. The custom- 
houses in Newport and Providence are exempt. Digest, p. 64. No poll tax can be 
laid for any purpose. p. 297,$8. Ithas been decided in Massachusetts, that a 
person residing on land ceded to the United States, and where the State has only 
reserved a right of serving process, is not taxable. 8 Mass. Rep. 72—1 Metcalf 
Rep. 580. Snchiears in cotton and woolen factories is to be taxed in the towns 
where located, in the same manner as if the owner resided there. Digest, p. 432, 
§. 32. and see also Digest, p. 261, § 1. 

Personal property in trust, the income of which is to be paid by some other per- 
son, must be assessed to the trustee in the town where such other person resides, 
if in the State, but if such other person lives out of the State, then it is to be taxed 
where the trustee, executor, &c. resides. Digest, p. 432. § 31. 

As the tax is to be collected in the same manner as town taxes, the trustees 
must send a copy of their tax bill when completed, signed and certified, (see Form) 
to the district clerk, who will deliver a copy to the treasurer, and the treasurer of 
the district being first engaged on his warrant, and giving bond, (see Form) will 
annex to it a warrant for collection, (see Form) and deliver it to the collector. 
The treasurer will take a receipt from the collector for the tax bill, &c. 

The collector being engaged, and having given bond, will then proceed to collect 
the tax in the same manner as the collector of a town tax. The mode of distrain- 
ing and selling peas we gn is pointed out in Digest, page 115 § 9. The mode 
of notifying and selling land for taxesis prescribed by Digest, pase 430, § 22. If 
he find no real or personal estate, he may commit the body. Digest, p. 427, § 10. 
If a person is taxed { for more than one parcel of land, the whole tax may be col- 
lected out of any one parcel. Digest, p. 432,835. If real estate is assessed to 
the tenant, the tenant’s own real and personal estate is liable to be taken for the 
tax, and if that cannot be found, the land in his occupation is liable. Digest, p. 
426,86. A tax warrant remains in force until the whole taxis collected. Digest, 
p. 431,$24. ‘The collector's fees are to be paid out of the district treasury, and 
will be five per cent., unless he makes a different agreement with the district. D- 
gest, p. 431, § 25. if the collector dies or resigns, the new collector will have 
power to complete the collection. Digest, p. 304. § 20. 

By Act of October, 1 846, any person committed to jail for a tax, rate or assess- 
ment, may swear out inthe same manner as if he was committed for town taxes. 
And any person assessed for tuition may take the poor debtor’s oath before being 
committed. 

The uniform, arms, ammunition and equipments of an officer or private in the 
militia, cannot be distrained for taxes. Digest, p. 510, § 54. And household fur- 


niture, =< stores, tools, &c. are in some cases protected from distress by Digest, 
p. 114, § 8. 
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Owners of real estate or buildings sold for taxes, may redeem within six months 
after sale, on paying to the purchaser the amount paid therefor, with twenty per 
cent. in addition. Digest, p. 433, $ 36. 

See Tax in the Index. 





21. Form of a Tax Bill. 


Assessment of the taxes upon the rateable estates in School District 
No. of the town, &c. made by the trustees thereof, according to 
law, this day of A. D. 18 for the purpose of 
raising the sum of dollars, according to a vote of said district, 
passed on the day of A. D. 18 

Names. Real. | Personal. | Total. | Tax. 


Norr. The trustees should sign the tax bill. If any of the real estate lies on 
the district line, and the town assessors are applied to, to value that portion of it 
lying in the district, it would be well to have them make a certificate at the foot of 
the tax bill, that they have assessed such property according to law, and sign it. 





22. District Treasurer's Bond. 


Know all men, that we, A. B. of County of 
and State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, as principal, and 
C. D. of County of and State aforesaid, as 
surety, [surety or sureties to the satisfaction of the district,| are firmly 
held and bound unte the school district, No. of the town of 
and State aforesaid, in the full sum of [to be fixed by the district] to be 
paid to the said school district, or their assigns, to which we hereby 
jointly and severally bind ourselves, our several and respective heirs, exec- 
utors and administracors. Sealed and dated the dav 
of A. D. 18 

The condition of the foregoing obligation is, that whereas the said 
A. B. was, at a meeting of said school district holden appointed 
treasurer of said district. Now, if he shall faithfully discharge the duties 
of said office during his continuance therein, and at the expiration of his 
office he’ or his’executors’ or administrators shall exhibit a true account, if 


required, and deliver’ over to‘hiis successor, or the order of the district, all 
4 
ey ee 
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books, papers and moneys belonging to the district in his hands, then the 
above obligation is to be void, otherwise to remain in force. 
Executed in presence of 


{[Nore. It may be advisable Sur the treasurer to receive a formal certificate of 


appointment or warrant, and then his engagement can be indorsed upon it. See 
the form of oath F. 5.] P 





23. District Collector's Bond. 
“ Know all men, that we, A. B. of State of 
Rhode Island and Providence Plantations as principal, and C. D. of 
as surety, are firmly held and bound unto E. F. of 

Treasurer of School District No. in the town of 
and state aforesaid, in the full sum of (to be fixed by the district, not ez- 
ceeding double the tax) to be paid to said his successors 
in said office or assigns, to which we jointly and severally bind ourselves, 
our several and respective heirs, executors and administrators. 

Sealed and dated this day of A. D. 18 

The condition of this obligation is, that whereas the said A. B. was, at 
a meeting of the legal voters of School District No. of the town 
of at a meeting duly notified; appointed collector of the 
rates and taxes assessed and to be assessed in, by, and upon said district, 
and the said A. B. has accepted said office : and whereas said district on 
the day of A. D. voted 
that a tax of be assessed on all the rateable 
property in said district, for the purpose of 
and said tax was by the trustee or trustees of said district and by E. F. 
&c. town assessors, if such was the case, legally assessed, and the treas- 
urer of said districthath issued his warrant to said collector, with said rate 
bill annexed, for the collection of said tax, the receipt of which said ratebil] 
and warrant is hereby ackr »wledged, and by which said warrant, said tax 
is to be collected and paid over, on or before the day of 

A. D. 18 Now if the said A. B. shall 

with diligence and fidelity, levy and collect, as far as may be done, all the 
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taxes that have been, or may be, so committed to him for collection, during 
his continuance in office, and he, his heirs, executors or administrators 
shall at all times on proper demand, render an account and pay over all 
the proceeds of such collections to the treasurer of said district, or his suc- 
cessors in office, according to the directions contained in the warrants for 
their collection, then this obligation is to be void, otherwise to remain in 
force. 


Executed in presence of 


PASSA See 
BODSBWS 


[Nore. The treasurer should be engaged and give bond before the collector 
gives bond to him. As to engagement of collector, see F. 5. A district may elect a 
collector at their regular meeting for choice of officers, or they may elect one at a 
= Dae to collect a particular tax. See Digest, page 304 § 19, and page 

, § 29. 





24. Warraat to collect a Taz. 


To A. B. Collector of taxes of School District No. of the 
town of County of and State of Rhode 
[sland and Providence Plantations,—GrEETING :— 

You, having been appointed collector of taxes for said district, are hereby, 
in the name of said State, authorized and required to proceed and collect 
the tax specified in the annexed rate-bill according to law, and to pay the 
same to me or to my successor in office on or before the day of 

next; and for so doing this shall be your sufficient warrant. 

Given under my hand and seal at 


day of 


Cc. D. 
or: ee 


RAMAN yrs 


Treasurer of said School District. 


Nore. The collector should also receive from the district clerk a warrant or 
formal certificate of election, which may be in substance according tothe form, 
No. 4. And then his engagement can be certified upon the back. 

The district should approve the sum of sureties of the bond, and the clerk should 
certify the fact thereon. 
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25. Form of Tax Collector's Deed. 


Toall to whom these presents. may come, I, A. B. of 
county of and State of Rhode Island and Providence 
Plantations, Collector of Taxes of School District No. in said town, 
send Greeting : 

Whereas the said school district, at a meeting duly notified, and held on 
the day of , A. D. 184, voted that a tax 
of dollars be assessed and levied on the rateable prop- 
erty in said district, for the purpose of , and 
said tax was afterwards assessed according to law, and the tax-bill in 
due form delivered to me the said Collector, with a warrant attached 
thereto, signed by the Treasurer of said District, requiring me to proceed 
according to law and collect the said tax, and pay over the same to the 
said Treasurer, or his successor in office, on or before 

, and whereas C. D. of heg- 
lected to pay the tax assessed against him, and expressed in the said tax 
bill, amounting to the sum of dollars, and in conse- 
quence thereof, I did, on the day of , levy 
said warrant upon a certain lot or tract of land belonging to said C. D. in 
said district, and did advertise the same for sale according to law, at two 
[er more] public places in said town, for twenty days previous to sale, [and 
also. in the , & newspaper printed in ] 
and on the day of , A. D.18 , at 
o’clock in the noon, on the premises, being the time and place ap- 
pointed. I proceeded to sell at auction so much of said land as was ne- 
cessary to satisfy said tax and the incidental expenses, and, E. F. of 

was the highest bidder therefor. 

Now, know ye, that in consideration of the sum of dollars, 
being the amount of said tax and expenses paid me, by the said E. F., I, 
the said Collector, do hereby give, grant, bargain, sell and convey unto 
the said E. F., his heirs and assigns, the following described tract of land, 
situated in the district and town aforesaid, containing acres, 
{more or less} and bounded {describe,] or however otherwise bounded, with 
all [buildings] and appurtenances, being so much of said land as the said 
C.D. levied on as was necessary to satisfy said tax and expenses. To 
have and to hold the same to said E. F., his heirs and. assigns forever 
subject to the right of redemption provided’ by law. And I, the said A. B. 
for myself, my heirs, executors and administrators, do.cevenant with said 
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E. F., his heirs and assigns, that I have given bond, and have advertised 
said property as herein before stated, and have complied with the terms of 
the laws regulating the collecting of taxes, in respect to said sale, as herein 
before stated. 

Witness my hand and seal this day of 


A. D. 18 
Signed, sealed and delivered in presence of 


Town of, &c. A. D. 18 
me the subscriber, appeared A. B. Collector of Taxes of school district 
No. , of the town of , and acknowledged the 
foregoing to be his free act and deed, and his hand and seal to be thereto 


affixed. 
O. P. 


Justice of the Peace, Notary Public or Town Clerk. 


Note. In case of unimproved lands owned by persons out of the state and also 
of improved lands where neither the owner nor occupant lives in the state, 
notice of the sale must be given twenty days ina newspaper. Digest p. 428 § 13. 
The purchaser under a tax collector’s deed should see that the law has been com- 
plied with, and that his evidence of advertising is preserved. 





26. Form of Rate-bill for Tuition, gc. 


Rate-bill or assessment of rates of tuition against the parents, guardians 
and employers, sending children to the district school, in School District 
No. of ihe town of for the term of school commencing 

and ending voted by the said district and made 
out this day of A.D.18 towards the expenses of 
tuition, fuel and other expenses. 
Names of persons sending to school.| No. sent. | Time sent. [Assessment 


Signed A. B. 
C. D. > Trustees. 
E. F. 


Peas This rate-bill is to be collected in the same manner as the tax-bill, and 
same forms will answer with a little variation to suit the case. Any poor 
parent liable for tuition, may, if the district or trustees refuse to exempt him, take 
the poor debtor’s oath, either before or after being committed to jail. R. 41. 





278 Forms 27. 28. 29. 


27. Form of a Lease. 
These articles of agreement made this day of 
A.D. 18 witness that A. B. of doth hereby demise 
and let unto the School District No. of said town (describe the 
room or building) with the appurtenances, in consideration of the rents and 
covenants by said school district herein mentioned to be performed, to have 
and hold the same to said school district and their assigns for the space o/ 
year, commencing on the _ day of 
A. D. 18 and ending on a day of 
A. Du18 for the purpose of keeping a district school therein, and 
holding such schools or lectures or other literary meetings, or meetings of 
business, as the school committee or the officers of said district may deem 
advisable for promoting the cause of education. And the said district agrees 


to pay therefor the sum of per annum as rent, and at 


that rate for any less time than a year, the payment to be made to the said 
A. B., his heirs or assigns, at his residence, on the last day of the year, 
(or on the last day of each year in the term,] without any notice or demand 
therefor [provisions about repairs, loss by fire &c, may be here inserted.) 
Witness the hand and seal of the said A. B. and the seal of the said dis- 


trict hereto affixed by 


the day and year first above mentioned. 
Sealed and executed in presence of 





28. Power of Attorney to take a Lease. 


Nore. The District may authorize a person to execute this lease for them 
by a vote as follows: “ Voted that the Trustees of the District [or Treasurer] be 
and they are hereby fully empowered to hire a building for the purpose of a school- 
house for the district, ate cify the building and the time and conditions or 
leave them at discretion] and to make and execute the necessary contracts there- 
for, and to seal, deliver and acknowledge the same in the name and behalf of the 
District.” Ifthe lease is for a year or less time, it may save trouble to take the 
lease in the name of the trustees themselves. If the above is to be acknowledged. 
see the form of acknowledgment to No. 31. 





29. Deed toa School District. 
Know all men that I, A. B. of in the State of Rhode 
Island and Providence Plantations, in consideration of the sum of 
paid me by C. D. Treasurer of School District No. in the town 
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of and State aforesaid, the receipt of which I acknow 
ledge and am therewith fully satisfied and paid, [if a gift say in considera- 
tion of my desire to aid and assist in diffusing the benefits of a good com- 
mon school education among the inhabitants of School District No. 
&c. as the grantor pleases} do hereby give, grant, enfeoff, convey and con- 
firm unto said School District and their assigns, a certain lot of land situa- 
ted in said town of [describe] or however otherwise 
bounded, with all the appurtenances and privileges thereto belonging, to 
have and hold the same forever to the said school district (and their assigns, 
but if there is a desire to prevent the lot ever being used for any other pur- 
pose, omit assigns and say for the purpose of maintaining thereon a district 
school-house and its appurtenances, for the benefit of the district school of 
said district, and for no other use or purpose whatever.] And I the said 
A. B. do hereby for myself, my heirs, executors and administrators, cove- 
nant and engage to and with said school district [and their assigns] that the 
premises are free of all incumbrances, that I have good right to sell and 
convey as aforesaid, and that I, my heirs, executors and administrators 
shall and will forever warrant, secure and defend the premises to said 
school district [and their assigns, or to and for the purposes aforesaid,] 
against the lawful claims of all persons whatsoever. And I, E. F. wife 
of the said A. B. forthe consideration paid my said husband, hereby 
release unto said school district [and their assigns] all my right of dower 
in the premises. [Jf the premises be under mortgage a release may be here 
inserted. And I, G. H. of in consideration of the sum 
of paid me by to my full satisfaction, do 
hereby give, grant, bargain, sell, assign and convey unto said school dis- 
trict (and their assigns,] all the right, title and interest which I have in the 
premises by virtue of any mortgage deed thereof, or of any other claim or 
tile whatsoever.] In witness whereof we have hereto set our hands and 
seals this day of 

Signed, sealed and delivered, 

in presence of 
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State of county of town of 
A. D.18 This day personally appeared before me 
and acknowledged the foregoing instrument to be voluntary act and 
deed and hand and seal to be thereto affixed. 

Before me, O. P., Justice of the Peace, Notary Public or Town Clerk, 
(if executed in Rhode Island.) 

Nore. Ifthe land belong to a married woman, her name should be inserted as 
one of the and the deed altered accordingly. She must acknowledge 


tors, 
séparately fom her husband. Use the words of the law in the certificate of ac. 
knowledgment. See Digest, p. 259. § 10. 





30. Vote appointing an Attorney to sell land belonging to the District. 


At a meeting of the legal voters of School District No. of the 
Town of 


&c. notified as the law requires, and held 
at on the day of A. D. 18 
Voted, That A. B. Treasurer of this School District, be and he is 
hereby appointed the agent and attorney of the district, to sell at his discre- 
tion a certain lot of land, situated in and belonging to the district, con- 


taining bounded with the buildings and 


appurtenances, and with full power to affix the seal of the district toa 
deed or deeds conveying the same [with covenants of warranty or not, as 
the district may vote,] and in the name of thé district to acknowledge and 
deliver the same, and to receive the purchase money, and give a full dis- 
charge therefor. 
A true copy of record, witness 
E. F. Clerk of said District. 





31. District Land Deed. 
Know all men, that the School District No. of the ‘Town of 
County State of Rhode Island 
and Providence Plantations, in consideration of the sum of 
paid to A. B. Treasurer of said District, to and for the use of said Dis- 
trict, by M. N. of the receipt of which is hereby acknowl- 
edged, does hereby give, grant, bargain, sell and convey unto the said 
M. N. his heirs and assigns, all the right, title and interest of said School 
District in and to a lot of land situated in said district, containing 
bounded or however otherwise bounded, with all [buildings 
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andj appurtenances, being the same lot conveyed to said district by deed 
by H. I. Tohave and to hold the same to said M. N. his heirs and 
assigns forever. In testimony whereof, the said School Distriet have 
hereto affixed their seal, by the hands of said A. B. their treasurer, duly 
appointed for that purpose at a legal meeting of said district, and the said 
treasurer hath hereto affixed his own hand this day of 

A.D. 18 


A. B. Treasurer, as aforesaid. 
Sealed and delivered in presence of 


Acknowledgement. 
State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, County of 
Town of A.D. 18 The School District No. 
of said town, by A. B. their treasurer and attorney for that purpose, by 
vote of said district appointed, acknowledged the foregoing to be their 
voluntary act and deed, and their seal to be thereto affixed ; and the said 
A. B. Treasurer and Attorney as aforesaid, also acknowledged his own 
hand affixed thereto, and that the same was the voluntary act and deed 
of himself and of the said district. 
Before me P. Q. 
Justice of the Peace, or Notary Public, or Town Clerk. 
Nore. It will seldom, if ever, be advisable fora district to give any thing more 


than a quit-claim deed. If they wish to insert any warranty, it would be best to 
consult a well informed attorney. 





32. Order for Maney. 
To A. B. Town Treasurer of the town of 
Pay to C. D. or order, the sum of it being for 
keeping a district school in School District No. in this town. 
Date. By order of the School Committee of the town. 
E. F. Chairman. 


(Nore. It will be the safest course, in all cases, to let the money remain in the 
hands rd the Town Treasurer, and to give orders for it no faster than it is actually 
expended. } 





83. Notice of Appeal. 
To the School Committee of the town of 


(Trustees of School District No. in the town of 
Inspector, or as the case may be.) 
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I hereby notify you, that in conformity with the provisions of the laws 
regulating public schools, 1 appeal to A. B. Commissioner of Public 
Schools, from [here specify the vote or decision of the committee, trustees, 
district or inspector which is complained of.) 

Date. Signed 

Cc. D 

A copy of this notice should be immediately served upon the clerk of 
the committee, clerk of the district, or upon the trustee, trustees or inspec- 
tor who have done the act complained of. And a notice of the appeal 
should be immediately forwarded to the Commissioner, which may be as 
follows : 


To A. B. Commissioner of Public Schools of the State of Rhode Island 
and Providence Plantations. 

Whereas the school committee, [inspector, trustees, or school district, 
No. of the town of &c.] did ata meeting on the 
day of *A. D. pass a vote—{here copy or insert ihe 
substance as nearly as can be procured.) 1, the subscriber, according to 
law, do hereby appeal to you from said vote or decision, and claim that 
the same may be reversed. [Here state plainly and briefly the reasons.) 

Signed, 

The Commissioner will immediately appoint a time for hearing the case, 

and notify the parties thereof. If the nominal party as often happens, be 


not the party interested, care should be taken to notify the latter as well as 
the former. 





34 Vote of District to establish a secondary school under § XVIII. 


Voted, that this district will unite with School District No. of 
this town—for in the adjoining town of ] in the estab- 
lishment of a secondary school, according to the provisions of § XVIII of 
An Act relating to Public Schools, passed June session, A. D. 1845, for 
the common benefit of both said districts ; provided said school district 
No. shall also give their consent thereto—[within from 
this date]}—and that the clerk of the district furnish a certified copy of this 
vote to said school district No. and also to the school committee 
that —{if said district consents]—they may take the necessary measures 
for establishing said school. 
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35. Vote of school committee to form joint district under § XIX. 


Voted, [the school committee of the town of concurring 
herewith] that a joint district be formed according to the provisions of the 
acts relating to public schools, to consist of school district No. of this 
town, and school district No. of said town of and that 
said districts shall constitute a joint district from the time that the school 
committee of said town of shall concur herewith—f[or if 


they have already passed a similar vote say from and after the passage of 
this vote. ] 


Voted further, that the chairman be authorized, in conjunction with the 
school committee of said town of to cause notices to be 
posted up—[in one or more places in each of the two districts—-specify them] 
for the first meeting of said joint distriet to be held at on 

at o’clock in the noon [or to be held at such 
time and place as he may agree upon with the school committee of said 
town of ] and that the clerk of the committee furnish a cer- 
tified copy of this vote to the school committee of the said town of 

Note. A notice signed by the chairman of each committee should be posted up 


in one or more places in each district. § XIX. After trustees are elected, they 
will notify the subsequent meetings according to § XII. 





36. Vote prescribing form of District Seal. 


Voted, that the clerk of the district cause to be made a seal for the use 
of the district, with the figure of engraven thereon, and the letters 
or inscription around its margin, and that the same is hereby 
adopted and declared to be the common seal of this corporation, and shall 
be kept by the clerk of the district. 


Nore. Every town, district, or other corporation, should have a common seal 
with a suitable device ; but if they have no regular seal, any seal that may be affix- 
ed to any instrument by their authority, for instance a piece of paper attached by a 
wafer, will be considered to be their seal. 





37. Appointment of a County Inspector. 


To A. B. of , in the County of 
Know all men that I, C. D. Commissioner of Public Schools, of the State 
of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, do by the authority vested 
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in me by law, appoint you the said A. B. to be County Inspector of the 
Public Schools, in the County of » and you are 
therefore hereby authorized to examine teachers, and give them the certifi. 
cates of qualification prescribed by law ; to visit and inspect the public 
schools in said county, and to report their state and condition to the Com. 
missioner, under such instructions as may from time to time be prescribed 
by said Commissioner, and generally to do and perform all acts which a 


County Inspector may do and perform under the provisions of the Laws 
relating to Public Schools, 


Given under my hand at , this 


day 
of , A. D. 18 


‘C.D. 
Commissioner of Public Schools. 
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38. Form of District: Return prescribed by Commissioner of Public 
Schools. 





When there are separate Schools kept at different times in the a separate Return is to 
but the items included in the divisions 1, .» Vil. and IX., need not be 
@ year. 





RETURN respecting the Public Schools in District No. 


in Town of for Term commencing 
184 and ending 184 


L—NAME, SIZE, POPULATION AND PECUNIARY RESOURCES OF THE DISTRICT. 


Local or neighborhood name, 
Territorial extent or size of district, length breadth 
Number of families residing in district 
“ “ engaged in agriculture trade or shop-keeping mechanic shops 
“ “ “ factories or mills navigation 
“ * « clergymen lawyers physicians 
Number of inhabitants of all ages Do. under 16 years Do. between 5 and 15 
“ registered Voters Do. tax-paying Voters 
Amount. of State and Town money actually expended during the present year 
of valuation of taxable property, in the district, 
money raised by tax during the present year, on property of district, 
to purchase or build school-house, site, &c. 
to repair or furnish old house, 
to purchase maps, globes, and other apparatus, 
to purchase library, 





for wages of teachers, for teacher’s board, for fuel, 4 

Aggregate amount of money raised by tar on the property of the district, during the year, for all 
purposes, 

Aggregate amount raised by rate, or tuition-bill, for teacher’s wages and board, fuel, and other pur- 
poses, during the year, 

Amount given by individuals for any purpose during the year, 

Amount received from income of any land or fund, during the year, 


Aggregate amount of money expended for all purposes for the school year, ending May, 


Il.—SCHOOL-HOUSE. 


Place where the School is kept—in school-house, 
in building built or used for other purposes, 
Date when the school-house was built, first cost, 


When last thoroughly repaired, and at what exnense 
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By whom now ownej, by district town, proprietors, 
Furnished with a suitable play-ground and out building 
Material and condition of the building—materia! condition, (good, ordinary, bad,) 
Provided with scraper, mat, water-pail and cup, sink, basin, and towel, 
“ “ old broom, for feet, pegs, hooks, or shelves, broom and dust-brush, 
Number of school-rooms, and size of each, length, width, height, 
Arrangements for desks, 
2; seats, 
“ ventilation, 
“ warming, 
Provided with wood-shed, or shelter for fuel, shovel and tongs, &c. thermometer, 
Provided with bell, with globe, with clock, hand-bell for teacher, 
Do. with blackboard, the size, (if any,) Do. with map of Rhode-Island, 
Do. with outline maps, Do. with geometrical solids. 


lil.—ATTENDANCE, LENGTH OF SCHOOL TERM. 


No. of families who sent children to the School—belonging to District, 

Do. “ “ from out of the District, 

No. of scholars, of all ages, registered during term—belonging to District, boys, girls, 

Do. “ “ from out of the District, boys, girls, 
No. of scholars over 15 years of age, boys, girls, Do. under 5 years, boys, girls, 
Length of School-term in half days, weeks, (10 Aaif days,) months, (4 weeks,) 

No. of scholars who attended three fourths of the term and more, one half, 

Do. “ “ less than one half less than one fourth, 
Average daily attendance of the School during the term, 

No. of scholars belonging to the District who attended schoo! in other districts, or towns, 


No. of children, over 4 and under 16 years of age, who attended no school, public or private, during 
the term. 


IV.—STUDIES AND CLASSES. 


. of scholars who commenced this term in Alphabet, 

. who attended during the whole term to Primer or Spelling-Book, exclusively, 

. of scholars in Spelling, (not including scholars in Spelling-Book,) exclusively, No. of classes in 
. of scholars in Reading, (not including scholars in Spelling-Book,) No. of classes in, 

. of scholars in Geography, No. of classes in, No. who draw maps, 

. of scholars in Grammar, No. of classes in, 


. of scholars in History of the United States, No. of classes in, 


. of scholars in General History, No. of classes in, 
. of scholars in Etymology, or analysis of language, No. of classes in, 
. of scholars in Definitions, No. of classes in, 





No. of scholars in Mental Arithmetic, . of classes in, 
No. of scholars in Written Arithmetic, . of classes in, 
‘0. of scholars attending to Penmanship, . of classes in, 
io. of scholars in Book-Keeping, . of classes in, 
of scholars in Algebra, . of classes in, 
‘o. of scholars in Geometry, . of classes in, 
of scholars in Natural Philosophy, . of classes in, 
jo. of scholars in Physiology, . of classes in, 
io. of scholars attending to Drawing, Do. Composition, 
“ Declamation, Do. who engage in Vocal Music, 
No. of scholars in other studies, specifying the same, 
. of scholars not provided with all books necessary in the studies pursued by them, 
not provided with a slate, 


V.—BOOKS. 


Name of each kind of Text-Book used in the School, and the number of copies of each kind, 


Dictionary, 

Primer, 

Spelling-Book, - 

Reading, 

Penmanship and Book-Keeping, 
Mental Arithmetic, 

Written Arithmetic 

Geography, 

Grammar, 

History, 


Other studies, 


Name and age of teacher, 
Place (town and state,) of birth, 
Do. do. do. residence, 
Date of certificate, and by whom signed, 
Number of terms, or years of experience as a teacher in any school, 
Do do. in this school before the present term, 
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Compensation per month, in money, Aggregate amount in money for term, 
Is the teacher boarded by the District, in addition to his money wages? 
Or, does he board himself out of his wages? 
Arrangement for board—board round At one place, 
If boarded by District, the amount paid, in money, for board, 


VIEL—SUPERVISION, OR VISITATION. 


Number of visits from Trustees, From Town Committee, 
Do. from County Inspector, 
from Parents and others, (not school offcers,) 


VIIL—PRIVATE SCHOOLS, LYCEUMS, &c. 
Number and grade of Private or Select School Repti thie District during the term, 
Number of pupils attending, Rate of Tuition per term, 


Name of any Lyceum, Debating Society, or Library, with date of establishment, number of mem. 
bers, books, &c. 


IX.—NAMES OF OFFICERS OF THE DISTRICT. 





To the School Committee of the Town of 


We, the Trustees of School District, Number in said town, in 
conformity with the “Act relating to Public Schools,” do certify that the foregoing 
form of District Return, prescribed by the Commissioner of Public Schools, has 
been filled up with due diti nee and accuracy; and that the money designated 
“teacher’s money,” received from the Treasurer of the town for the year previous to 
the first day of May, 184 , was applied to the wages of teachers, and for no other 
purpose whatever. 


Dated at 134 
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39. Specimens of Rules and Regulations to be adopted by cshool com- 
mittees for the governmet of Publia Schools. 


Rules and Regulations for the Government of the Public Schools in the Town 
of Smithfield. Adopted by School Committee, September, 1846. } 


PREAMBLE. 


Teacuers and candidates for teachers in the public schools, previous to entering 
upon their engagements, should consider it of great importance to become familiar 
with some of the most = gp ge plans of teaching and governing a school ; and should 
endeavor, 28 far as possible, to possess themselves of definite ideas in regard to the 


solemn duties and responsibilities of their profession. 
And in order to aid and assist them in establishing a uniform and systematic course 
of instruction and discipline, the committee would respectfully submit the following 


RULES. 


1. All the teachers of the public schools are required to be at their respective school- 
rooms and to ring the bell from ten to fifteen minutes before the time of commencing 
the school in the morning and in the afternoon, and they shall require the pupils as 
they enter the room to be seated in an orderly manner, andprepare for study. 

2. The bell shall again be struck or the hand-bell rung, precisely at the specified 
time for beginning the school, as a signal for commencing the exercises—previous 
to which all the scholars are expected to be present and to have made all needful 
preparations for carrying on the business of the school, it order to prevent all unne- 
cessary movement after the exercises commence. 

3, All the public schools shall be opened in the morning by reading a portion of 
the Scriptures, which may be done by the teacher alone, or in connection with the 
older pupils—the whole school being required at the same time to suspend all other 
subjects and to give proper and respectful attention ; and this exercise may be followed 
by prayer or not, at the discretion of the teacher. 

4. Every scholar who comes in after the second bell rings, must present a satisfac- 
tory excuse; and all who cannot do so, shall be considered delinquent and marked 
tardy on the teacher’s register, subject to examination by parents, trustees, and school 
committee. 

5. No teacher shall permit whispering or talking in school, or allow the scholars 
to leave or change their seats, or to have communication with each other in school 
time, without permission, but shal] strive to maintain that good order and thorough 
discipline which are absolutely essential to the welfare of the school. 

6. It shall be the duty of teachers to guard the conduct of scholars, not only in the 
hours of school, but at recess, and on their way to and from school, and to extend at 
all times a watchful care over their morals and manners, endeavoring to inculcate 
those virtues which lay a sure foundation for future usefulness and happiness. 

7. The government and discipline of the school should be of a mild and parental 
character. The teacher should use his best exertions to bring scholars to obedience 
and a sense of duty, by mild measures and kind influences ; and in cases where cor- 
poreal punishment seems absolutely necessary, it should be inflicted with judgment 
and discretion, and in general not in presence of the school. 

8. Teachers should ever avoid those low, degrading and improper forms of punish- 
ment, such as tying up scholars’ hands and feet, compelling them to hold a weight in 
their hands with their arms extended, pinching, pulling and wringing their ears, 
cheeks and arms, and other similar modes, which are sometimes used, as the commit- 
tee are decidedly of the opinion that a judicious teacher will find other methods 
of governing more consistent and more effectual. 

9. In case of obstinate disobedience or wilful violation of order, a teacher may sus- 
pend a pupil from school for the time being, by informing the parents or guardians 
and school committee thereof, and re-admit him on satisfactory evidence cf amend- 
ment; or such pupils may, at the discretion of the teacher, be referred directly to the 
committee, to be dealt with as their judgment and legal authority shall dictate. 


5 
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10. The teachers shall classify the pe of their respective schools according t, 
their age and attainments, irrespective of rank or wealth, and shall assign them suc}; 
lessons as seem best adapted to their capacities, and render them all possible aid an¢ 
assistance, without distinction and without partiality. 

11. For the purpose of preserving that system and order so essential to a well regu. 
lated school, and securing to the pupils athorough knowledge of the subjects pursued, 
there should be a specified time for every exercise and a certain portion of time de. 
voted to it, and in no case should any one recitation interfere with the time appropri. 
ated to another; and whatever the exercise may be, it should receive, for the time 
the immediate and, as far as practicable, the exclusive attention of the teacher. 

12. No child under the age of four years shall be received as a scholar in a distric; 
school, unless there be an assistant teacher or a primary department. 

13. Exercises in declamation and composition shall be practiced by the older and 
more advanced pupils, at the judgment of the teacher, under the advice of the com. 
mittee. 

14, Singing may be encouraged, and, as far as practicable, taught in all the schools, 
not only for its direct intellectual and moral uses, but as a healthy exercise of th 
lungs, an agreeable recreation to the pupils, and an auxiliary in good government 

15. Needle-work shall be allowed in the primary schools. 

16. The teacher may employ the older scholars, under his direction, in the man. 
agement of the school, when it can be done without disadvantage to them or to the 
good order of the school. 

17. No teacher shall use or encourage the use of any other books than those recom- 
mended by the committee, without their approbation. 

18, There shall be a recess of at least fifteen minutes in the middle of every hali 
day; but the primary schools may have a recess of ten minutes every hour: at the 
discretion of the teacher. 

19. It shall be the duty of teachers to see that fires are made in cold weather, in 
their respective school rooms, at a seasonable hour to render them warm and com. 
fortable by school time ; to take care that their rooms are properly swept and dusted: 
— that a due regard to neatness and order is observed, both in and around the schoo! 

ouse, 

20. As pure air of a proper temperature is indispensible to health and comfort, 
teachers cannot be too careful in giving attention to these things. If the room has 
no ventilator, the doors and windows should be opened before and after school, t 
Seoe ys a free and healthful circulation of air; and the temperature should be regu- 

ated by a thermometer suspended, five or six feet from the floor, in such a position 


as to indicate as neer as possible the average temperature, and should be kept about 
65 degrees Fahrenheit. 

21. The teachers shall take care that the school houses, tables, desks, and appara- 
tus in the same, and all the | goary property entrusted to their charge, be not cut, 


scratched, marked, or injured and defaced in any manner whatever. And it shall be 
the duty of the teachers to give prompt notice to one or more of the trustees, of an) 
repairs that may be needed. 

22. Every teacher shall keep a record of all the recitations-of every class; and o/ 
the manner in which every member of the class shall acquit himself in his recita- 
tion—using figures or otherwise to mark degrees of merit. Also, every act of diso- 
bedience or violation of order, shall be noted; and the registers shall be at all times 
subject to the inspection of parents, trustees, and school committee. 

23. The following shall be the construction of teachers’ engagements, unless other- 
wise specified in the written contract. They shall teach six hours every day, includ- 
ing the recess, and shall divide the day into two sessions, with at least one hour inter- 
mission. They shall teach every day in the week, except Saturday and Sunday, and 
four weeks for a month; and they may dismiss the school on the 4th of July, on 
Christmas, and days of public fast and thanksgiving, and one day out of every mont! 
for the purpose of attending a Teachers’ Institute, or for visiting schools. 


PUPILS. 


24. Good morals being of the first importance, and essential to their progress in use- 
ful knowledge, the pupils are strictly enjoined to avoid all vulgarity and profanity, 
falsehood and deceit, and every wicked and disgraceful practice ; to conduct them- 
selves in asober, orderly and decent manner, both in and out of school ; to be diligent 
and attentive to their studies; to treat each other politely and kindly in all their inter 
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course ; to respect and obey all orders of their teachers in relation to their conduct and 
studies, and to be punctual and const4it in their daily attendance. 

95. Every pupil who shall, accidentally or otherwise, injure any school property, 
whether fences, gates, trees or shrubs, or any building or any part thereof; or break 
any window glass, or injure or destroy any instrument, apparatus or furniture belong- 
ing to the school, shall be liable to pay all damages. 

26. Every pupil who shall any where, on or around the school premises, use or 
write any profane or unchaste language, or shall draw any obscene pictures or repre- 
sentations, or cut, mark, or otherwise intentionally deface any school furniture or 
buildings, or any property whatsoever belonging to the school estate, shall be pun- 
ished in proportion to the nature and extent of the offense, and shall be liable to the 
action of the civil law. 

27. No scholar of either sex shall be permitted to enter any part of the yard or 
buildings appropriated to the other, without the teacher's permission. 

28, Smoking and chewing tobacco in the school house or upon the school premises, 
are strictly prohibited. 

29. Thescholars shall pass through the streets on their way to and from school in 
an orderly and becoming manner ; shall clean the mud and dirt from their feet on en- 
tering the school room ; and take their seats in a quiet and respectful manner, as soon 
as convenient after the first bell rings; and shall take proper care that their books, 
desks, and the floor around them, are kept clean and in good order 

30. It is expected that all the scholars who enjoy the advantages of public schools, 
will give proper attention to the cleandiness of their persons, and the neatness and 
decency of their clothes—not only for the moral effect of the habit of neatness and 
order, but that the pupils may be at all times prepared, both in conduct and external 
appearance—to receive their friends and visitors in a respectable manner ; and to ren- 
der the school room pleasant, comfortable and happy for teachers and scholars. 

31. Noscholar should try to hide the misconduct of his schoolfellows, or screen them 
from justice: but it shall be the duty of every pupil who knows of any bad conduct, 
or violation of order, committed without the knowledge of the instructor, to the dis- 
grace and injury of the school, to inform the teacher thereof, and to do all in his power 
to discourage and discountenance improper behavior in others, and to assist the teacher 
in restoring good order and sustaining the reputation of the school. 

32. Every teacher shall keep a copy of these rules and regulations posted up in the 
school room, and shall cause the same to be read aloud in school at least once in every 
month; and in case of any difficulty in carrying out these regulations, or in the gov- 
ernment and discipline of the school, it shall be the duty of the teacher to apply 
immediately to the committee for advice and direction. 





Norr.—The above rules adopted by the School Committee of Smithfield, include 
nearly all the subjects upon which regulations will need to be made in country dis- 
tricts. School committees of other towns can modify them to suit the circum- 
stances of their schools. Other rules will be needed whenever there is a division of 
the school into primary and secondary, or other important deviations from the dis- 
trict system. 








INDEX. 





L refers to School Act of June. A. D. 1845. R to Remarks, and F to Forms 
as they are numbered. 





Accounts of committee, how kept, R. 21. 
of town treasurer, R. 6. 
Ace OF ADMISSION should be uniform in towns, R. 20. 
ALTERATION, Of districts, see districts. 
ANNULLING, certificate form for, F. 8. 
Appeal, to commissioner in what cases, R. 28, 49, 58. 
if legal votes rejected, &c. R. 40. 
tobe decided without cost, L. § III, 4 4. 
decision of commissioner approved by judge to be final, L. § XX VII. 
forms for, F. 33. 
Assessors OF TOWN. See tax. 
ATTENDANCE, average how calculated, R. 53, 14. 
register to be kept by teacher, L. § XXI, R. 53. 
half of state money to be apportioned according to L. § V. 4. 11. 
Arrorney. See power of attorney. 


Biste, remarks on use of in schools, R. 55. 

BiackBoarps, &c. may be furnished by tax, L. § XIII. % 3. 

Bund, provision for education of R. 60. 

Bonn, form of district treasurer’s, F. 22. 

of collector’s, F. 23. 

Booxs, to be recommended by commissioner, L. § III, % 6. 
to be regulated by school committee, L. § V, 79, R. 19. 
to be furnished to poor scholars by trustees, L. § 14, 5. 
sectarian, should not be admitted. R. 19. 

Buitpine, contract, form of, F. 19. 


CertiricaTE, of election, see warrant. 

of engagement, see engagement. 

of qualifications to teachers, L. 4 XX and § III, % 9. 

by whom annulled, L. §V, 4 9, and § XX. 

form of certificates, F. 6, 7. 

form of annulling, F. 8. 

given by committee, is valid for one year in the town, L. § XX. 4 1. 
by inspector, is valid for two years in the county, ibid. 7 2. 
by commissioner, is valid for three years, ibid. 

subjects of and manner of examination, L. § XX, 4 2, proviso. R. 16. 


4 —- 
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Cierk of town, see town clerk. 
of district, see district clerk. 
of committee may engage certain officers, L. § V. { 1. 
CuatrmMan of committee may engage certain officers, L. § V. {J 1. 
to sign all official papers, ibid. ; 
CoLLector, may be appointed at annual or at any meeting, R. 38. 
see tax. 
bond of, F. 23. 
must give bond. State laws, page 304. 
to collect rate bill like towntax. Act of Oct. 1846. 
on selling land should preserve evidence of advertising. 
form of deed on sale for taxes, F. 25. 
holds until successor qualified. Act of Oct. 1846. 
Commissioner, powers and duties of, L. § III. 
to be engaged. See Constitution. 
to decide appeals without cost, L. § III, % 4, and § XXVII, see 
appeals. 
to bring suits for penalties for violations of law, L. § XXV. 
to apportion school money in May, L. § III, 7 1. 
to draw orders in favor of towns which raise money and make returns, 
L. § Il, 1 2, R. 6 and 7. 
to prepare and distribute forms, L. § III, 78; § V, 7 12 and 13. 
to visit schools and make addresses, L. § III, | 5. 
to recommend books, L. § III, 4 6, R. 19, 
to establish teacher’s institutes, L. § III, 4 7. 
to appoint county inspectors, L. § III, 8. 
form of appointment of inspector, F. 37. 
to grant certificates to teachers, L. § III,%9; § XVIII, 11; 4 
XX, 7 2. 
to record all decisions, L. § III, 7 10. 
to make printed report to October session, L. § III, 1 10. 
term of service, L. § 1. 
in case of sickness of, &c. substitute appointed, L. § 1, note. 
may approve plans of buildings, L. § XIII, 4 3. 
may relieve forfeitures. Act of June, 1847. 
Conso.ipaTIon, of school districts, L. § XI. 
Commirree, when chosen and how many, L. § LV, ¥ 4; R. 8. 
quorum of. Act of June, 1847. 
vacancies how filled. R. 9, 
who may be, L. § IV, J 4, note. 
hold until successors qualified, ibid. 
to have warrant or certificate of election, R. 8. 
form of, F. 1. 
to be engaged by whom, L. § V, 4 1, note, and F. 3, note. 
form of engagement and certificate, F. 2, 3. 
will receive report from town treasurer of unexpended money, K. |! 
to hold meetings at least quarterly, and when, L. § V, 4 2. 
—_ meetings, how called, R. 10, 30. 
should send list of committee to commissioner, R. 12. 
to examine teachers, L. § V, Y 5, and § XX. , 
subjects on which teachers must be qualified, L. § XX, 
“J 2, proviso. 
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ComMMITTEE to examine mode of conducting examination, R. 16. 
form of certificate to teacher, F. 6. 
to annul certificates they have given if necessary, L. § V, 4 5 and 6. 
form for annulling, F. 8. 
remarks on annulling certificates, R. 17, and F. 8, note. 
to make rules and regulations, L. § V. 4 9. 
forms for regulations, F. 39. 
to prescribe books and modes of instruction, R. 19, L. § V, 4 9. 
to lay off school districts, L. § V, YJ 3, and Act of Oct. 1846. 
remarks on manner and principles on which they should be laid out, 
R. 13. 
altering bounds of old districts, and apportioning property, L. § XI. 
R. 13. 
may form joint district with district in another town, L. § X1X, R. 14, 
and Act of June, 1846, § 1. 
form of vote, F. 35. 
to locate all school-houses, L. § V, 4 4. 
remarks on locating school-houses, R. 15. 
to fill vacancies in committee or trustees, L. § V, J 10. 
form of vote to fill vacancy, F. 10. 
tomake reports to the commissioner on or before Ist July, L. § V, 
J 13. 
- * to the town at the annual meeting, ibid. 
to suspend or expel scholars, L. § V, 4 8. 
to visit schools how often, L.§ V, 4 7. 
may employ person to visit schools. Act of June, 1847. 
remarks on duty of visiting, R. 18. 
subjects for enquiry when visiting, R. 18. 
duty of committee where town is not divided into districts, L. § VI, 
and §1V, 4 2. 
when a district devolves care of school on them, 
L. § XVI. 
when a district neglects to keep a school, L. § 
XVI. 
may let scholars attend schools in other districts or towns, L. § 
XXIV. 
to apportion school money early and how, L. § V, 4 11, R. 21. 
may divide money if town does not, R. 2. 
to draw orders to pay teachers in favor of districts which have made 
returns, L. § V, 4 12. 
form of order on town treasurer, F. 32. 
as to records, see records. 
deaf, dumb, and blind, R. 60. 
Contract with a teacher, F. 9. 
Corporations, school districts to be, L. § X, and § XIII. 
for libraries and schools. Act of June, 1847. 
CouncIL, see town council. 
County Inspector, see inspector. 
Dear AND DUMB, provision for, education of, R. 60. 
Depts AND pamMaGeEs, how recovered of district, R. 45 
Deen, from school district, F. 31. 
power of attorney from district to execute, F. 30. 
to a school district, F. 27. 


“ce 


“ec 












































































































. 
: asm Sennen — ans 
= so en eas 
ep = SA 














og an Orr ut a = a 





























Deep from collector of taxes, torm of, F. 25. 
District Cierx should be engaged, R. 49, and F. 5, note. 
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may engage all district officers. Act of Jan. 1847. 

form of engagement, &c. F. 5. 

may be engaged by moderator, R. 38. 

holds until successor qualified. Act of Oct. 1846. 

should record negatived as well as adopted propositions, R. 49. 
should record bounds of district in his record book, L. § X. 
should read minutes of records in open meeting, R. 49. 

see records and tax. 


District Treasurer should have warrant and be engaged, R. 50. 


forms of F. 4 and 5. 
bond of F. 22. 
must give bond. Digest page 304. 


holds until successor qualified. Act of Oct. 1846. 
warrant to collector, F. 24. 


District Bounparigs, to be fixed by school committee, L. § V, 4 3 


R. 13. 
on what principles should be laid out, R. 13. 


when bounds are altered or district divided, property to be appor- 


tioned, L. § XI, and R. 13. 


Districts, notice of meetings, see notice. 


inhabitants may be witnesses. Act of Oct. 1846. 
may organize at any time on notice given by school committee, L 
XII, Ff 2, note, and Act’of Oct. 1846, § 13. 
annual meeting, when, L. § XII, ¥ 2. 
may appoint moderator, L. § XII. 9 8. 
trustees, L. § XIII, 4 7. 
clerk and other officers, L. § XII, 4 8. 
officers must be qualified electors. Constitution. R. 37. 
must require bond from treasurer. State laws, page 304. 
remarks on powers of, R. 37. 
quorum of district meeting, R. 42. 
may devolve care of school on town committee, L. § XVI, R. 24. 
if do not organise, committee may provide school, L. § XVI, R. 25. 
may fix rates of tuition and incidental expenses, L. § XIII, % 6, R. 41. 
may authorize trustees to fix rate, R. 41, F. 15. 
cannot keep scholar from school on account of poverty, L. § XXIII 
should exempt the poor from assessment, R. 41. 
school houses may be built by town, R. 3. 
* “ may be built by district tax, R. 46. 
may raise money by tax, for ali school purposes. See tax. 
may provide maps, blackboard, school library, clock, and append- 
ages, by tax, L. § XIII, J 4 and 6, R. 46, 
must have plan of school-house and amount of tax approved by com- 
mitteewr commissioner, L. § XIII, % 3 and 6. 
remarks on this provision, R. 15. 


may prescribe mode of notifying its own meetings, L. § XII, ¥ 6. 
form of such a vote, F. 6. 


must make returns in order to obtain money, L. § V, % 12. : 
must keep the school in a house approved by the committee, L. § V, 
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Districts must execute leases, deeds and contracts by attorney. See 
forms. 
may adopt a seal, F. 36. 
debts from, how recovered, R. 45. 
when can rescind vote, R. 44. 
forms of votes, see forms. 
inhabitants of, may be witnesses. R. 38. 
Districts Joinr in adjoining towns, how formed, L. § XIX, R. 14. 48. 
and Act of June, 1846, § 1. 
meeting, how called, L. § XIX, T 2. 
may prescribe mode of notifying their meetings, ib. 
vote of committee to form, F. 35. 
money how apportioned to, R. 14. 
average attendance in, R. 14. 
DisTURBING SCHOOL, how punished. R. 57. 
Division OF Disrricts, property, how divided, L. § XI, R. 13. 
Doms, provisions for education of, R. 60. 


E:ection of school committee, L. § IV, 7 4. R. 8. 
who may be committeemen, ib. 
chairman and clerk of committee, L. § V, T 1. 
sub-committee to examine teachers, L. § V, 7 5. 
trustees of districts, L. § XIII, T 7. 
moderator, clerk, and other officers, L. § XII, 1 8, and § XIII, 7 8. 
ENGAGEMENT, form for committee, F. 2 and 3. 
trustees, F. 5. 
clerk, treasurer, collector, &c. F. 5. 
of committee, before whom taken, L. § V, 1 1, F. 3, note. 
trustee, “ ee « L.§ XIV, note, F. 5, note. 
clerk, treasurer, and collector, before whom taken, F. 5, note 
EXAMINATION by committee, see school committee. 
by inspector, L. § III, 1 8, and § XX, and § XVIII. 
manner of conducting, R. 16. 
see certificate and teacher. 
teacher of secondary school to be examined by inspector, L. § XVIII. 
Exemptions from taxes, see tax. 
poor exempt from rate-bills, R. 41. 


FINES AND FORFEITURES, see penalty. 
Forms of certificate or warrant of election of committee, F. 1. 
of engagement of do. F. 2. 
certificate of engagement of do. F. 3. 
warrant of election of trustees, F. 4. 
engagement of trustee, clerk, collector and treasurer, F. 5. 
certificates to teachers, from’ committee, F. 6. 
from inspector, F. 7. 
annulling certificate, F’. 8. 
contract with a teacher, F. 9. 
vote of committee to fill vacancy, F. 10. 
notice of the 1st meeting of a district, F. 11. 
annual or special meeting, F. 12. 
application to trustees for special meeting, F. 13. 
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Forms commencement of district records, F. 14. 
choice of officers, &c. F. 15. 
vote authorizing trustees to fix rates, F. 15. 
vote prescribing mode of notifying meetings, F. 16. 
vote to devolve care of district school on town committee, F. 17. 
power of attorney to execute building contract, F. 18. 
vote of district to build, F. 18. 
contract to build and specifications, F. 19. 
vote of district to lay a tax, F. 20. 
tax-bill, F. 21. 
bond of treasurer, F. 22. 
bond of collector, F. 23. 
warrant to collect tax, F. 24. 
tax collector’s deed of land, F. 25. 
rate-bill for tuition, F. 26. 
deed to a district, F. 29. 
lease to a district, F. 27. 
power of attorney to take a lease, F. 28. 
” to sell districts land, F. 30. 
deed from a school district, F. 31. 
order for money, F. 32. 
notice of appeal, F. 33. 
vote of district to establish secondary school, F. 34. 
vote of committee to form joint district, F. 35. 
“ to adopt a seal, F. 36. 
report from district to school committee, F. 38. 
appointment of a county inspector, F. 37. 
specimens of rules and regulations, F. 39. 
town treasurer’s certificate to obtain town’s portion of money, R. 7. 
Fur, how provided, R. 46. 


GENERAL TREASURER. See Treasurer General. 
GrapaTIon or Scnoots, provided for, L. § [V, J 2, R. 27. 
any district may establish schools of different grades, ibid. 


any two districts may join to establish a secondary school, L. 
§ XVIII. 


Inprans in Charlestown, L. § XXII. 
Inspector, to be appointed for each county, L. § III, 8. 

form of appointment of, F. 37. 

his certificates to be good for two years, L. § XX, {J 2. 

™ ** good for three years, i countersigned by com- 
missioner, ib. 

certificate may be annulled, ib. 

INTERRUPTING SCHOOL, how punished, R. 57. 


Joint Districts, see districts joint. 

JupeE may engage any officer. Act of Oct. 1846. 
of Supreme Court. See appeal. 

JUSTICE OF PEACE may engage any officer. Digest, p. 104, § 5. 
cannot act out of his own town, ibid. 


Lease or Lot ro Scuoox District, form of, F. 28. 
power of attorney from a district to execute the lease, 29. 
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Liprary, may be provided by town tax for schools, L. § VII. R. 5. 
may be provided by district tax, L. § XIII, T 4 and 6. 
voluntary incorporations for. Act of June, 1847. 
Locat Acts, what ones repealed by new law, R. 59. 
Location oF Scnoot Hovsszs, to be made by school committee, L. § V, 
T 4. 
remarks on, R. 15. 


Mar or Strate, R. 56. 
Maps, district may purchase, R. 46. 
Meetines, of school committee, when, L. § V, T 2. 
quorum of. Act of June, 1847. 
special, how called, R. 10, 30. 
of districts, when, I. § XII. 
quorum of, R. 42. 
special meeting of districts, L. § XII, {| 3. 
form of application for special meeting, F. 13. 
for organizing districts, may be called at any time by committee, L. 
§ XII, 1 2, and Act of Oct. 1846. 
of joint districts, how called, L. § XIX, T 2. 
see notice. 
religious, in school-house. R. 47. 
Misconpuct or Scuotars, may be expelled for, L. § V, 4 8. 
MoperarTor elected for each meeting, R. 38, L. XII. ¥] 8. 
may be engaged by clerk, R. 38. 
need not be engaged. Act of Jan. 1847. 
refusing to put questions to vote, R. 38. 
Money, how apportioned to towns, L. § V, 7 1. 
condition of towns receiving from State, L. § HI, 1 2—§ IV, 1 3— 
§ V, 7 13, and R. 1 and 7. 
how apportioned and paid out to districts, L. § V, 1 11 and 12. R. 19. 
form of order for, F. 32. 
New Testament, see Bible. 
NoTaRy may engage any officer. Digest, page 88. 
Notice, form for meeting for organization, F. 11. 
annual or special meeting, F. 12. 
vote of district prescribing manner of notice, F. 16. 
all notices issued by committee must be signed by chairman, L. § V, 
7 1, R. 26. 
remarks on notices, and preserving evidence of them, R. 38, 49. 
OaTH, see engagement, 
OrpErs, on town treasurer for money, form of, F 32. 
on general treasurer, how procured, R. 6 and 7. 
of committee and official papers, to be signed by chairman, L. § V, 
T 1, R. 26. 
ORGANIZATION, districts may organize at any time, L. § XII, 7 2, note, 
and Act of Oct. 1846, § 13. 
remarks on manner of proceeding, R. 38. 
see districts. 


Penatty for disturbing school, R. 57. 
for misappropriating money, L. § XXV. 
for violating school laws. Act of Oct. 1846. 
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Penatties under school act, how collected, L. § XXV. 
Poor Scuorars, not to be excluded from schools, L. § X XIII. 
should be exempted from assessment, R. 41. 
Power or Artrorney from district, to sign a deed 6f district’s land, F. 30 
take a lease tothe district, F. 29. 
make a building contract, F. 18. 


Qua.irFicaTIon, of teachers, see examination and teachers. 
voters, see voters. 
Quorum, of school committee, L. § V, 1 2, and Act of June, 1847. 
district meeting, R. 42. 


Rate Brit, for tuition, fuel, and incidental expenses, L. § XIII, 1 6, 
and note. 
form of, F. 26. ° 
rate of tuition not to exceed one dollar, L. § XIII, {J 6. 
to be approved by committee, ib. 
to be collected like town tax. Act of Oct. 1846. 
in some cases may amount to $2. Act of June, 1847. 
RECONSIDERATION of vote, when allowed, R. 44. 
Recorps of decisions, to be kept by commissioner, L. § III, 1 10. 
of bounds of districts and alterations, to be kept by town clerk, L. 
§ VIII, and § X. 
of school proceedings, to be kept by town clerk, in separate book, L. 
§ VII. 
of school committee, how should be kept, R. 28. 
of districts, how should be kept, R. 49, F. 14, 15. 
minutes of proceedings should be read in open meeting, R. 28 and 49, 
forms of, F. 14, 15. » ll 
Rervusal To serve, R. 39. 
Reaister, to be kept, L. § XXI, R. 53, 
Recistry, tax may be divided as town directs, L. § V, 11, R. 2. 
Recvtations concerning books, attendance, &c. to be made by com m 
tee, L. § V, 7 9, R. 20. 
forms for, F. 39. 
RELIGIoUs MEETINGS in school-house, R. 47. 
Repairs may be made by tax, L. § XIII, 1 3 and 6. 
must be approved by committee or commissioner, L. § XIII, 1 3. 
reasons of this restriction, R. 15. 
Rent, district may tax for, R. 46, 
Report of commissioner to assembly, L. § III. 1 10. 
forms for, to be prescribed by commissioner, L. § III, 4 3, § V, 1 12 
and 13. 
of trustees to be made to committee, L. § V, 1 12, § XIV, 7 7, R. 36. 
teacher should give information to trustees, R. 21, 54. 
form of report from trustees of districts, F. 38. 
committee to report to commissioner, on or before July Ist, L. 4 V, 
T 13. 
committee to report to town, at annual town meeting, ib. 
Repeat, former laws how far repealed, R. 46 and 59. 
Resipence, how long in district to vote, R. 43. 
as to paying taxes, F’. 20, note. 
Resignation need not be in writing, R. 39. 





Ruxgs, see regulations. 


Scrotars, may be suspended or expelled by committee, L. § V, 1 8. 
ont may be empowered by rule to suspend temporarily, L. § V 
8, note. 
poor, cannot be excluded from school, L. § XXIII. 
age of admission may be fixed by committee, L. § V, 1 9. 
should be uniform in town, R. 20. 
Scuoo.t Books, see books, 
Committees, see committee. 
Districts, see districts. 
Libraries, see libraries. 


ScHoois, must be kept in a house orroom approved by committee, L. § V, 
T. 12. R. 15. 


in oe KV not organized may be kept by committee or agent, L. 
I. 
disturbance of, how punished, R. 57. 
ScHOoL-HousE, plans of must be approved by commissioner or committee, 
L. § XIII, J 3, R. 46, 15. 
use of school-house for meetings or other purposes, R. 47. 
may be built by town, by town tax, R. 2. 
power of district to build, R. 46. 
to be located by school committee, L. § 5, T 4. 
principles on which should be located, R. 15. 
form of vote to build, F. 18. 
all votes to build should be under the new law, R. 46, 59. 
power of attorney to make contract, &c. F. 18. 
form of a building contract, F. 19. 
Sgax of district, what will be, F. 36, note. 
form of vote to adopt one, F. 36. 
Seconpary ScHoo.s, see gradation. 
SENATOR may engage any officers. Act of Oct. 1845. 
Srupigs, see books. 
Sus-commiTTEE, may be appointed to examine teachers, L. § V, 4 5. 


Supreme Court, judge of, approving commissioner’s decision, final, L. 
§ XXVII. 


Tax, for what purpose towns may tax, see towns. 
for what district may tax, L. XIII, 7 3, 4 and 6, R. 46. 
to be levied according to town assessmert, L. § XV, 1 1. 


how assessed when taxed with property out the district, L. § XV, 
T 2. 


to be collected like town tax, L. § XIII, 1 8, F. 20, note. 


tax and plans to be approved by committee or commissioner, L. § 
XIII, 1 3 and 6. 


reasons for this restriction, R. 15. 


in joint district to be approved by committees of both towns, R, § XTX, 
14 


school-house act in state digest is now repealed, R. 46. 

treasurer’s warrant, form of, F. 24. 

collector’s bond, form of, F’. 23. 

vote to lay a tax, form of, F. 20. 

summary of the statute law relating to collection of taxes, F. 20, note. 
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Tax, tax and rate bills to be made out by trustees, L. § XIV, 16. 
TgacuER, what qualifications required for, L. § XX, MT 2, proviso, R. 16. 
to be examined by committee or inspector, L. § XX. 
of secondary school to be examined by inspector, L. § XVIII. 
must be employed by trustees, R. 31. 
may be by committee in case, L.§ VI. XVI. note XVII. IV. ¢ 2. 
forms of certificate, F. 6, 7. 
certificate may be annulled. L. § XX. 
to keep register and make returns, L. § X XI, R. 31, 53. 
form of contract with trustees, F. 9. 
remarks on duties of, R. 52. 
should attend teacher’s institute, R. 34. 
how to calculate average attendance, R. 53. 
may suspend scholars temporarily, if allowed by rules, L. § V, 1 8. 
institutes and teacher’s meetings, L. § [11.1 7, R. 34. 
remarks on using bible in schools, R. 55. 
penalty for disturbing his school, R. 57. 
should inform committee when school begins. 
TEACHER’s MONEY, what designated, L. §,V, 7 11. 
TesTamENT, see Bible. Visit 
Towns, to raise one-third as much money as they receive from state,L 9 su 
§IV, 73, R.1. VorE ¢ 
may establish town school library by tax, L. § VII, R. 5 
may maintain schools by town tax, L. §1V, {J 2, R. 3. 
may build school-houses by town tax, L. § XVII, R. 3. 
may direct how money they raise shall be expended, R. 2. 
should compensate one of committee for visiting, R. 4, 
Town CLERK, to record all school proceedings in separate book, L. § VIII 
to record all district boundaries and alterations of them, L. § X. 
to distribute school blanks sent to him, L. § VIII. 
to furnish school committee a warrant of election, R. 8, F. 1. 
may engage any officers. Act of Oct. 1846. 
Town als + a to keep separate account of all school moneys, L. 
IX. 
to furnish account to committee on their election, ibid. 
to apply to commissioner for State money, L. § IX, R. 6. 
form of certificate to obtain it, R. 7. 
should keep it safely, and if possible at interest, R. 6. 
to pay out to order of committee, L. § IX. 
form of committee’s order, F. 32. 
Town Councit may fill vacancies in case, R. 9. 
TREASURER GENERAL, to pay commissioner's orders, L. § I1,—4§ III, 1 2 
TREASURER TOWN, see town treasurer. 
Treasurer or Disraict, see district treasurer. 
Trustees, one or three mzy be elected, L. § XIII, J 7. 
hold until sucessor qualified. Act of Oct. 1846, § 4. 
vacancy, how filled. R. 29. 
meetings of trustees, how called. R. 30. 
form of warrant or certificate of election, F..4. 
certificate of engagement, F. 5. 
remarks on duties of, R. 31. 
to employ teacher, L. § XIV, 7 3, R. 31. 
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Trustees to employ no one unless examined, L. § XX, R. 31. 
form of contract with teacher, F. 9. 
to make returns to school committee, L. § V, 1 11 and 12, § XIV. 
"m7. 
form of returns, F. 38, 
to certify that “ teacher’s money” has been rightly expended, R. 36. 
to have custody of school-house, L. § XIV, 7 1. 
duty to visit the schools, L. § XIV, TI 4. 
— bo that teacher keeps register and accounts, R. 41, L. § 
XI. 
subjects for inquiry when visiting school, R. 18. 
may let scholars attend school in other districts, L. § XXIV. 
should exempt poor scholars from assessments, R. 41. 
should supply poor scholars with books, L. § XIV, {J 5. 
should encourage teachers to attend institutes, R. 34. 
to notify district meetings, see notice. 
Vacancy in committee, how filled. R. 9. 
in trustees, R. 29. 
in other district officers, R. 39. 
Visirine Scuooxs, duty of, R. 18, 32. 
subjects of inquiry on, R. 18. 
VoTEe or pistRicT, when can be rescinded, R. 44. 
form of heading of, F. 14. 
to elect officers, F. 15. 
authorizing trustees to fix tax rates, F. 15, R. 41. 
prescribing mode of notifying meetings, F’. 16. 
to build or repair school-house, &c., F. 18. 
to lay a tax, F. 20. 
to devolve care of school on committee, F. 17. 
to appoint agent and attorney to sign a deed, F’. 30. 
“6 “ to take a lease, F. 29. 
“ “ to make a building contract, F. 18. 
adopting a seal, F. 36. 
to form a secondary district, F’. 34. 
Vorers. who are in ordinary questions, see constitution and election laws. 
who are on laying taxes or expending money, see proviso to art. 2, 
§ II, of the State constitution. 
question of residence in district, R. 43. 
lawful vote rejected, appeal R. 40. 
Vores, negative as well as affirmative, should be recorded, R. 28, 49. 


WARDEN, may engage officers in some cases, 1." V, note. 
Warrant, or certificate of election of committee, F. 1. 
of trustees, F. 4. 
of treasurer, collector, &c. F. 4. 
for collecting tax, F. 24. 
Wirnesses, inhabitants of district may be. Act of October, 1846, R. 
38. 





